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A D V E R T T S E M E N T\

IT Is not from an imagined merit in the performance, nor-

vain hope the preacher entertains of being thought to have
offered fomething new upon a fubject fo common, fo long
treated in the Churches by very many far abler hands, that the

following difcourfe, compofed without thought of the prefs, is»

obtruded on the public eye.

Books upon this fubject are in the hands of all, the work of
eminent divines, to whom the prefent publication would not
affect to be unobliged ; to thefe the preacher would have cho-
fen to refer the public, and with thefe to leave them. But
earneit importunity, difdaining a repulfe from obftinate refu-

fals, and not to be wearied out by ftudied long delays, has at

laft conftrained him to offer to the world, fuch as it is, this*

FIRST FRUIT OF HIS MINISTERIAL LABOURS.
Some arguments, which for want of time, were but juft

hinted in the delivery, are here inferted at their intended
length : This has contributed to fwell it in the prefs beyond
the ufual fize of a pulpit-difcourfe. The greateft care has

been taken not to abufe the public by an impofition of a fome-
thing elfe on them, inftead of the difcourfe for which they
had iubferibed. They may be afllired the train of thought
has fa (Tiered no dilcernible alterations ; it is taken from the

brief fketch of the compofition from which it was delivered :

But, as it was not committed to writing 'till the publication

became inevitable, the writer cannot fo far depend on his me-
mory as to promife his reader the fame language he heard from
the de>k.

Amidfl many defects in this performance, which.it will not
be difficult for the critical eye to fpy, and of which the

preacher is very fenfible, he fhelters himfelf under the import-
ance of his Subject ; which, without his aid, mult recommend
it'felf to the ferious attention of all who are not above trial at

the bar of CHRIST*
If any intereiiing truth is here unfolded, he flatters himfelf,

that will induce the candid reader, eafily to overlook deformi-
ties of flyie and compofition, to which a multitude of fcenes,

of inceffant hurry, made it impoffible for the writer to attend.

GOD is the only patron whole protection it craves. To him
alone it is humbly dedicated. If he will deign to accept fo

poor a fnite, from an offerer fo very unworthy ; if he will be
pleafed to go forth with it into the world, and by it, promote
his own Glory, and the good of every reader, or even the fat-

vation of one Soul ; it will fatisfy the highest ambition, and
be a gracious anfwer to the humble Petition of

The AUTHOR.
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THE LAST SOLEMN SCENE !

2 ThessaloOTans i. 7, 8, 9, and 10th Verfes.

The Lord Jesus Jhall be revealed from Heaven, with

his mighty Angels, infl ming Fire, taking vengeance ci\

them that know not God, and that obey not the gcfpel

of our Lord Jesus Christ : Who pall be pmijhed

with everlafting DeftrutJicn from the pretence of the

Lord, and from the glory of his Power when he

fhall come to be glorified in his Saints, and to be admir^

edin all them that believe;

LL things are full of
GOD !—His glory mines in all.—

-

His greatnefs is declared in every

atom :—His invifible things are

underftood by what his hand has

made.* The grandeur of creation,

poured in upon the fenfe from eve

^

ry quarter, overwhelms the thought, and flrikes the

fenfible fpe&ator in a maze : fuitably did David feel

its force, when he exclaims, " When I confider thy

Heavens, the work of thy fingers, the mocn, and the

ftars which thou haft ordained ; What is man that

thou art mindful of him ?"-) That the like imprefiion

may reach your hearts, look around Immortals—view
every grace that fmiles in Nature's countenance—fee

her variegated plumes ! here forefts rife in {lately

* Romans i. 20* f Pfalm viii. 3, 4.,
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pride—there fields with fruitful feafons laugh and:

fing—here valleys clad in all their blooming gaieies,

and fraught with the rich fplendors of the Great—

.

there towYmg mountains, in aged majefty, prefiding

over ail: look upward and admire yon penfil clouds,

thofe floating magazines of food and phyfic to our
world : ftreteh further {till your pro'fpedt :

* fee thofe

radiant lamps that rule the feafons* and glorioufly be-

ipangle the vaft expanfe—fee worlds on v/orlds in my-
riads, yet in the exacteft order, croud immeafurabie'

fpace ; then paufe and think how great—auguft the

frame ! how expreflive of the hand of the great Ar-
chitect ! how calculated to proclaim his praife ! -all

thefe muft drop. Their grandeur fjiall ere long be
fo reduced as to leave their places but a mighty void.

Mourn ye admirers of created fyltems, ye devotees of
nature, the beloved fubject of all your ftudies—the

miltrefs whole acquaintance dubs you wife, exalts your

fame, and crowns you with that philofophic ftate—the

theme of all your rhapfodies (iefs honors being pail

to her creator) is foon to be no more ! ye too mall

witnefs to her fate. Does, fadnefs cloud your faces at

this news ? The text declares a fecret yet more aw-

ful—a grand event attending nature's exit -

y an event

in which vou are much more concerned.

Our eyes behold mankind move dailyon in thought-'

lefs fecurity, lulled in the lap of carnal eafe
; they iivc

in daily abuie of the preient, and no futurity is re-

garded by them $f
" Let us eat and drink, for to--

morrow we die," is the only condufiori drawn from the

uncertainty of their exiftence here ; and appears ai

motto inferibed in capitals on all their conduct. Thev
live—they die—and nothing in hereafter gives the:.:

the leart concern ! But are they right in this ?—Haver

* Gfeaefis i. r6. f i Corinthians xv. .32.



( 7 )

fiiey not fouls that muft furvive the ftruggle in which

thefe bodies fink into their clay ? Yes. We have it

from the beft authority., though <c the duft return to

the earth as it was, the fpirit fhall return to God who
gave it,"* return to receive its final fentence, and fb

be introduced to endlefs blifs or unremedied woe. Nor
ihall the earth conceal the dull forever j k muft not

mingle in the ruins of a tottering world. The oracles

of Heaven inform us a dreadful crins is at hand, when
this globe, whofe furface hitherto has been but a huge
vault for fleeping corpfes, as if furfeited with human
carcafes, mail, at its maker's high command, vomit up
the fickening contents, and deliver to judgment all

the bodies it had devoured ; when " the dead, fmafl

and great, fhall fland before God,"*)- and an impartial

trial, in the face of all worlds, fhall doom their very

bodies, together with the fouls that did aduate them
here, to a fulnefs of celeftial joy, or aggravated woe,
among infernals to all eternity. This is the awful fcene

our text prefents us with—this the great day, firft in

Jehovah's eye, though laft in the event—the day for

which men and things received exigence :—when
Christ fhall " appear to judge the quick and the

dead J appear in fuch wife as fhall at once wipe off

the difgrace of the crofs, vindicate defpifed religion

and its reviled votaries, and remove all die prejudices

arifing in this life, from fuffering virtue and triumphant
wickednefs, fhewing his wife defigns in that admini-

ftration, and amply rewarding both according to their

Works : a day appointed of the Father for the con-

fummation of all things ; a day revealed, as moft cer-

tainly approaching, by the united voice of facred writ

:

foretold by angels,§ prophets,
||

apoflles,* and our

* EccIefT. xii. 7. f Revelations xx. 12. } Acls x. 42. 2.

Timothy iv. 1. § A£ts i. 11.
|j Genefis iv. 7. Ffaiin xcvi. 13

* 1 Thefialonians iv. 15, 16, 17.



Lord himfelf,* even from Enoch the feventh from
Adam,f to John the furvivor of all the difciples :t a

day when the Son of God, to whom the Father, in

confequence of his mediatorial work, has committed
all judgment,§ will come in fuch a manner as fhall give
greater!: glory to himfelf—joy to all that believe in

him—and terror to every ungodly foul. " When the

Lord Jefus mail be revealed," &c. O folemn, dread-
ful hour ! big with the fate of worlds. Nor mail a

foul in this affembly mifs its proper fhare in the dread
ifTue of it. To be prepared for it is our only errand

to this world—the one thing needful in it. How ftu-

pid then is that negligent mind, how guilty that difii-

pated hour that fhuts it from our thoughts ! Inftead of

an apology for this efTay to turn your meditations to

that important theme, in the prefent facred feafon of

attendance in the houfe of God ; though it pretends

not to offer any thing new on a fubje£t fo fully treat-

ed by the beft divines in every age, whofe help my
feebler hand need never be afhamed to ufe \ I fhall

freely claim the concurrence of your prayers, whilft I

fay, O fountain of light ! to whom the iffues—the

every ftep of the grand procefs is already known no
iefs than when thy Majefty fhall bring the vaft idea

into an event, give light to a purblind eye—teach a

ftammering tongue to ipeak thy will—let life, and

ftrength, and divine improving grace be now fupplied

whilft, from this thy facred word, we humbly may at-

tempt to confider,

I. The manner of Christ's appearance to Judg-

ment ; And,
IL The bufinefs of that awful day.

But what have I propoled ? To fpeak of that glo-

rious defcent appointed from eternity to give the laft

* Matthew xvi. 27. f Jude xiv. 15. % Revelations xi. 18.

§ John v. 22. 27.
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cilplay of Christ to earth I A triumph in -which 'tis

meant to make the grandeur of the Eternal to mine out

to every eye ! Where all the equipage of Heayen are

furnmoned in array ! A triumph, at fight of which,

earth to the centre quakes—Heavens melt—all nature

fwoons away to be revived no more ! Retract my foul,

the too prefumptuous aim—give over the too ardu-

ous tafk. This is a fcene, the celebration whereof

baffles the tongues of feraphs ; the contemplation of

it amazes the angelic holts, and breeds a folemn

filence through all the heavenly courts. No mortal

tongue then can unfold, no human thought can fcan it.

The day itfelf, and that alone, can fjHiciently declare

its glory. Some defcriptive hints, however, are kind-

ly handed to our labouring minds by revelation ; and

though no perfect picture of this grand event can be

collected thence, only a few of the moft interefling

circumftances being there difcovered, yet fince we
have no other clue to lead us through the tracklefs la-

byrinth, to follow thefe is now our bufinefs.'

But may I not be allowed firft to premife, what is

taken for granted in the text, and what it therefore is

not my province here to prove, i. That it is certain

there will be a day of general judgment. The jufbicc

euential to the nature of God makes this necellary

it requires that the approbation of good and abhor-

rence of evil, that is infinite and unalterable in the

Governor of the world, mould be always fhewn to-

wards every moral agent in proportion to the good or

evil found in his character ; rewards muft ever be cor-

relpondent to the virtues, punimments ever propor-

tioned to the fins of men. Nothing is more evident

than that this is not the cafe in the prefent life ; we
fee the wicked here oftentimes fwimming inthemidlt of

earthly comforts, as if rewarded for impiety—and the

B
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virtuous fometimes loaded with" peculiar diftrefTes, as

if inflicted as punifhments of virtue. Since it is certain
: then that there is a God that judgeth the actions of

men,* that Judge is juftf—juffrce muft reward and
: puniili in the proportion due—that does not univerfal-

ly take place in this world ; therefore 'tis equally cer-

tain there is a judgment yet to come, and the effects

of it concerns another life.

Natural cqnfcience, that deputy of Heaven in

every human breaft, does give an hourly teftimony to

this truths not only as a monitor of what we ought

to do ; but efpecially as a cenfor of what we have

done : it looks back on every act, approves, or con-
' demns, and fo proves every man his own judge : but

this is not altogether with its approbation : it creates

fweet peace and confidence within, and .fails not to be-

get lad inward accufations and dire foreboding terrors

whenever it condemns ; and all this without reference

to any thing to be expected in this life \—thus it fhews

that conference is not fo much a judge as a witnefs

provided againft a future judgment.J So prevalent

are the operations of this principle within, that the

heathens themfelves have ever had an apprehenfion -of

a judgment to come ; we find this idea largely difru-

fed through the writings of the ancients, though buri-

ed in a chaos of inconfiitent rubbnh—die fruits of the

untutored human mind naturally ignorant of the

things of God.
But the witnefs of God is inftead of a thoufand ar-

guments to confirm this truth : a few inftances of this

have been quoted already ; but the fcriptures are full

of inftances ; he that runs may read them and who-
ever reads his Bible, cannot but perceive the point

firmly eftabliihed in alrnoft every iacred page.

* Pfalm Iviii. ii. f Genefis xviii. 25. % Romans ii. 15.
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i. The next thing to be premised as necefiary tO

pave the way for. what follows, is an anfwer to the im-

portant query, <c Who mall be judge \" For that pur-

pofe, I need only afk to whom does it immediately

belong to judge of the fidelity of a fervant rather-

than his own mailer,* or of the fealty of a fubjecl ra-

ther than his prince ? God is the mailer whom all are

bound to ferve—the prince to whom we ov/e fubjec-

tion—The great legislator who to all obedience hath

the jufteft claim : therefore is " God the judge of

akV'-j- To God .the fupreme judiciary power origi-

nally belongs. If God., as God, be the judge of all,

then whofoever is God is invefted with this pferoga*

tive : it follows that the Father, the Son and the Ho-
ly Ghoft, being one and the fame Deity, pofTefTed of

the fame elTence, power and dominion, are the proper

fubjecc of that authority by which all worlds fhall be

judged.—But the actual execution cf this power, at

that day, is particularly devolved on the Son : it is by
him only the Father and the Holy Ghoft mall acl in

'that bufinefs : befides that fupreme, original authority

of which he is poffeffed of, as God> Chrifh hath, as

God-man, a delegated power to judge the world, by
•commifiion, derived from the Father expreiily, and

by way of concomitancy from the Holy Ghoft alfo :±

the fa'cred records affertino; this truth, have likewife

condefcended on a realbn of this ccconomy, viz.
cc Be-

xaufe he is the Son of man." Not that his being of

the human race was the fimple reafon of his be

j
;rlge ; the fame reafon would exalt every man to-that

high office, and fo would preclude . any judgment a';

all, as no objects would remain among men towards

•whom the oifice mould be executed ; but becaufe o:

the Three Perfons which are God, he only is alfo the

* Romans xiv. 4. .

\f Hebrews xiijj 23. i John
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Son of Man 8 it was therefore a part of the glory

juftly due to him, as the reward promifed by the Far-

ther in the covenant of redemption, for his humilia-

tion in afiuming man's nature, as well as his obedience

and fufferings in it, to be entrufted with the fole pow-
er of judging, in that fame nature in which he himftlf

was judged.^—The defigns cf the day feemed alfo to

require that all be done in open fight of every intelli-

gence ; this would demand a Judge vifi le to all. It is

onljr " the pure in heart who can ever fee God."*
Had not the judge then been man, the wicked could

not have feen who condemned them ; fo would their

doom have been far lefs grievous than when they rnuft

fee themfelves Hand before the defpifed Mediator.

And was it not gracioufly calculated for the comfort

of the faints at that day, that the bufmels of determin-

i ig their eternal fta tes is in the hands ofone who par-

takes with them of the fame flefh and blood ?f One
who, by long experience of every innocent diflrefs,

lias learnt the tendered fympathy with their infirmi-

tiesJ—one who bought their blifs with his deareft

blood—yea, of one who has united them to himfelf

in a mnrriage-covenant by the power of his Spirit ?

I? it now be afked when ? Where mall the Judg-
ment begin ? And how long mall the folemn fcene

continue ? Inftead- of an anfwer, rt may be obferved,

as thefe are queflions of Ipeculation only, it would be

quite impertinent to detain this audience with ti.cm,

further than juft to fay, The firft cannot receive a po-

litive anfwer from any creature ; when other glorious

things, hid in the eternal breait from the beginning,

fhed their furprifing luftre on our eyes in revelation,

this has been kindly ftill concealed, thatfo the dread-

ful fecret might be a conftant check to guilty flum-

* Matthew v. 8. f Hebrews ii. 14. % Hebrews iv. 1 5.



ber, and wreft from the fecure prefbmer's* hand, that

old deluhve word, To-morrow. Whatever may be
faid of prophefies that are not yet accomplished, he

that conliders the power of that God with whom a

thoufand years are but as one day, will fee no abfolute

necefilty for prolonged months to complete Jehovah's
work, and will reft allured that no mortal canJay this

Jokmn Jcene will not open on us all before the next rifing

Jun.
'

Notwithstanding what fome abler divines have

advanced, in anfwer to the next enquiry, to prove the

place of judgment to be in the valley of Jebcfhaphaty

or on the mount of Olives—the former grounded on

Joel iii: 2.—the latter on Zech. xiv. 4. and Atls i. 1 1.

Yet I humbly apprehend the arguments drawn from
thefe texts will totter of themfelves—if ic i§ but con-

fidered, that the firft lpeaks only of the judgments
that were to fall on the nations that had troubled the

Jews, after that people mould be enlarged by Cyrus,

and that the valley of Jehofhaphat does not point to

any particular place, but refpects the degree to which

the humbling judgments of the Lord mould abafe

thefe nations (the word Jehofhaphat being fuppofed*

not a proper, but a common name fignifying the judg-

ment of GOD.) The fecond is only a poetical and

fublime defcription of the power with which God
ftialj defend his Church againft its enemies after the

deftruclion of Jerufalcm by the hand of Titus -

9 the

mount of Olives, the ftation chofen on account of its

nearnefs to the temple, cleaving in the midft as if to

make a plain and eafy way for the fuccours that come
to its relief, beautifully defcribes God's nearnefs to his

church, of which the temple was a type, and his kind

care to remove whatever mould obftrucT: her relief in

every feafon of diftrefs : neither of thefe texts prove
any thing at all relating to the place of the laft judg-
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ment : and that in the Acts plainly refers to the man-'
ner, not to the place of Christ's fecond coming;

—

indeed, for the aflcmbly which that day will convene,

no mountain, no valley, nay. nor (as I conceive) the

face of the whole earth would be able to afford fuiri-

cient room ; there is no region known to us that

would not be liable to that objection, but the exten-

five region of the. air ; and here, to put an end to all

debate, here die word of God feems to have fixed die

ipot for judgment— i Tbe/Jl iv. 17.
1 How long this fupreme court fhall fit is uncertain

to every one but him who fits as Judge ; when we
confider that this day is appointed not to difcover any
thing to God which he-had not found out before, not

to reverie the dooms 'that have already fixed the ftates

of men, nor yet to find fome better reafons for con-

firming them ; nay, nor even to convince the minds
of the condemned of the jufrice of their fentence, or

let faints fee the rich grace that faved them ; but en-

tirely for the information of 6thers, to difplay to. all

the affembled univerfe the propriety of God's con-

duel to every individual ; this thought feems to infer

that it will be a long fefTion, fince all the thoughts and

words and works throughout the lives of all the dons

of men, muft then be brought to light in the view of

all fpeclators ; hence fome have been led to conclude

it will comply as many years to judge them, as it lias

taken up to tranfact them from the beginning to the

end of time ; and fome, ever fond to turn dizzy with

their own calculations, have run their chimeras round

and round even to three hundred and fixty-five thou-

fand years. But when we rennet on the aftonifhing

changes that all creation mull then feel—the won-

drous alterations that mail pais on the bodies—the en>

fafged capacities then given to the minds of all men—

-

aaci the God-like power by which ail this is effected
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•we flin'H perceive left reafon for that cbnclufiori.-^-

Will it be more difficult for the fame Omnipotence

at that day, to make the minds of men capable of

feeing, in a moment, all that has parTed through the

life of a whole clafs of finners, whofe very counte-

nance will fpeak the fecrets of their fouls, than to

raife their fcattered afhes into life ? If not, then there

v/ill be no need for deferring the meafure of the fin-

• ner's cup—or delaying the confummation of the bills

of faints thus long. How foon can the work be dif-

patched by him that comes on the important errand ?

How eafily in a day—in an hour—(the names that in-

ipiration ufually gives this av/ful feafon) can this com-
ing Judge avenge him of his adverfaries, and return

in triumph at the head of chofen and redeemed mil-

lions, to prefent them at his Father's throne ?

These things thus premifed, let us return to the

point from which we firft digreffed ; and take a view

of fome of the attending circumftances of Christ's

appearance as the facred glafs.of his own word brings

them to our eyes.

i. From every warning we have of this great

day, we mult conclude that it will be moft flidden : it

is defigned to give to all worlds the higheft difcovery

of the rhajefty of God that fuch creatures are capa-

ble of receiving ; it may hence feem neceflary that it

be introduced all at once the mind of the fpeclator

would otherwife be prepared for greater pomps, by
being accuftomed to the lefier ; and in proportion to

that preparation the lulfare would the lefs furprife.

God has not left himfelf without a witnefs, nor

men without fuliicient warning of this dread hour :

that it is fail approaching we are repeatedly allured

;

<c the hour cometh." But when ? No creature can

declare. No plea remains for man's fecurity: no cir-

cumfiance to tell him he is a moment fafe. And yet,
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.fo hardened is the human mind, no warning does a-

larni. Men fti.ll are found as ftupid and fupine as

ever. They eat, they drink, they marry and are gi-

ven in marriage j* they greedily indulge every fenfu-

al joy ; and lay the rein loofe on every unbridled

luft; heedleffly wandering on from fin to fin, whilft

God, and all eternal things, are cautioufly kept out of

fight ; and thus are like to perfevere until the mid-

night-cry does rife,
(f The Bridegroom Cometh."-)-

—

Yea, he is already come 1—Sinners are overtaken in

their wild career—and, before they were aware, arc

caught afleep ! whilft men are growing bold in iniqui-

-ty, and fay in their hearts, "The Lord delays his

coming at an hour they think not the Son of Man
cometh'^—Cometh in a moment—in the twinkling

of an eye !—at the midnight of fecurity, when man-
kind wrap tliemfelves in fancied peace—a peace they

dream immortal—they feed the cob-web-hope with

dear-bought vanities—and fondly hug the golden

phantom in their arms this awful pomp at once will

burft as from the thickeft darknefs, fudden as the e -

lectric fire, collected in its floating vehicle, and drawn
near the provoking object, its deftined prey, difcharges

in full meets—the mark is readied ere yet the fiafh is

feen—fo fudden breaks this day that never fhail con-

clude ! fo fudden the alarm. cc The Judge is come,"
with all its terrors ftrikes the carelefs ear, like travail-

ing womens' unexpected pains.—As death finds fome,

fo judgment many j the day before, mens' hearts are

full of mirth ; their merchandize—their pleafures

—

and their honors are all their care : But lo ! as the

night-thief breaks in when leaft iufpt&ed, fo when fe-

curity is greateft, the awful trumpet finds them out.

Oh ! how will hardened finners, whom no hope could

* Matthew xxiv. 38. f Matthew xxv. 5, 6. Lukexxii. 45, 46.
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draw, nor fear drive, whom law and gofpel long befet

in vain—how fhall they ftart from their couches— flare

in aftonifhment ! how curfe their madnefs—and beg

annihilation, when waked by the trump of God, and

called to trial ! how mail all fuch among you, whether

within or around thefe walls, continuing fuch 'till then,

earneftly wifh (and alas ! fhall wife in vain) that they

had this day liftened to the truth, and taken the alarm !

watch therefore, for fudden will the coming of the

Son of Man be.

2. This confideration itfelf informs us, that the

revelation of the Lord Jesus to Judgment, will be

no lefs dreadful than fudden : when men are funk down
on the pillow, lulled in their nightly repofe, to be

rouzed by a midnight-alarm would doubtlefs furprife—

the nre-belFs ftroke ftartles the molt hardy : Rot/
then lhail the finners in Zion be afraid ? What fear-

fulnefs fhall furprife die hypocrite,* when the thunders

of Jehovah knock at the door—when all the artille-

ry of Heaven is difcharged in his ears r—To-day,
whilft: peace difplays her pleafmg banners, and linners,

warned of the wrath to come, are called to fiee to

them for Ihelter, they can be hardy enough to u laugh

at fear j" and mock in their hearts at each voice from
on high j Jesus is Itill " defpifed and rejecled of

men,"t their hearts perceive <(.no form nor comelineis

in him," and his ways, to make them defireable; thus is

" the evil day put far ony' and all Heaven's bounty is

fnurfed at with fcorn :— But at die little looked for

day, when " Jesus is revealed from Heaven"—when
this humble, yet rejected, fukor to their hearts appears

clothed in his native majeity ;
" every eye fhail iee

him j" nor fee him with the uiual ccid neglect—" ail

C

* Ifahh xxxiii. 14. f Ifciah ilii. 3.
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the kindreds of the earth fhall wail becaufe of h"im.
:> *

To fee him whom they have defpifed, and whofe caufe

they have oppofed, now prove himfelf the only name
by which men are faved

v
f—to fee the meek, the pa-

tient Lamb, altered into the furious Lion of the tribe

of Judah—to fee him coming, armed with power, and
determined in juft wrath to avenge the united quarrel

of his broken law, and long rejected grace—and them-
felves obliged to Hand before his bar—and wait their

endlefs dooms from his mouth—O ! How fhall their

•hands be ftrong r—How can their hearts within them
endure fo dreadful a profpecl ?—If the voice of God,
when kindly interpomig for his people's direction in

the way to blifs, made Ifrael tremble, and holy Mafej
fear and quake ; O ! How fhall the offender ftand the

frowns of Omnipotence, when he comes arrayed in all

his terrors—when the difpenfations of his grace are

come to a full period ? Ah ! How muft a fenfe of

guilt affright him, when conicience can be no longer

ilifled—and no fhelter from the burnino- wrath of the

Lamb appears ? What fhall I fay ?—The bolder! llr-

ners, who can glory in their fhame—the haughtieft of-

fenders—the lawlefs and difobedient, too mighty for re-

proof, fhall rife with faces pale—with ghaftly looks

—

with fmiting knees O ! what throbbing hearts ! what

weeping eyes ! what wringing hands ! fhall I a!k the

caufe ? The man of forrows is clothed with majefty i

the great and terrible day of the Lord is come.

3. Nor is the fuddennefs the only thing that makes
the coming of the Lord thus terrible the glory of

his appearance will be too great to be endured by
<c

flefh and blood"%—how different from the weeping

infant in the manger at Bethlehem ! how unlike the

fcorned fufferer that groaned on Calvary ! Oh ! what

* Revelations i. 7. f A£h iv. 12. % 1 Corinthians xv.
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pomp is here ! 'tis Heaven—all Heaven, defcending

in its grandeur ! Before, his deity was veiled—his

beauty mafked—his brightnefs clouded—he was cloth-

ed with diihonor—received with contempt— thruft out

of life with every token of fhame ; but now the veil is

taken off— the native iplendor of his perfon fhines un-

fufferable to mortal eyes : his human nature bi ight be-

yond conception—how admirable then the divine !—
O wondrous, wondrous perfon, which cannot be com-
pleted, but by all the glories of them both united ! how
glorious that face ! when all the beauteous rays of the

Father—of the Spirit mine in it. All Heaven's tran-

feendant luftre meets and centres here.—It fcrikes us

dumb.—Words fail.—Imagination cannot paint it.

—

Some circumftances of it are gracioufly revealed, but

the effential glory there to be difplayed, no creature

ever could conceive.

1. Among thefe, our text informs us, one not in*

confiderable is,
<f He <is revealed from Heaven;"

—

thence did he come as the bread of life to feed the

hungry and fave them that were loft*—thither he vi-

fibly afcended before his chofen witneffesf—there he
now fits enthroned in higheft dignity at the right hand
of power \% there is he now retained, concealed from
our fight ;—and there mud be retained 'till the refti-

tution of all things ;§ and then from thence he vifibly

defcends—defcends with all the pomp of God.
O ! glorious Jcene I—my Brethren, let us try to re-

alize it ; fee, far above the region of the ftars—in the

empyreal Heaven—that place long honored with the
-

throne of him whofe prefence would be a Heaven in

hell, fee there, at the appointed hour—the prepartion

made—the armies mailnalled—the gates flung open s

* Matthew xviii. « f Afts i. 9, % Matthew xxvi. 64,

§ ACtS HI. 21.
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and, from thence, quicker than thought, comes forth

in one continued flood, the light of Heaven, each of
its beams far, far out-fhining a thoufand funs like that

which gilds our glebe—and there behold, glorioufly

c#aked _on a throne of buxnJihed /Ether^ The Son
op God s crowned with that majefty that fhone in

leaking andjhpporting worlds, brightened by redeem-
ing love, and finiihed by all the grandeur Heaven can

aQbrd.* Behold that glorious fight—the out-lines of
it are drawn by an infallible pencil :

" The Ancient

of days— his head white as fnow"—his hairs like fhin-

i^g threads, of light—- tr his eyes as a frame of hre

—

has feet like the iineft burniihed brafs— clothed in a

^rment white as fnow"—this robe.of glory reaching

u - .. .1 to his feet

—

cc and girt about, the breafts with a

golden girdle''

—

<c his voice" rnajefdc, C£ like the found

of many waters—his countenance like the fun ikining

in his flrength."'' A fC face, from before which the

earth and the Heaven (not able to Hand the majefty of

his looks) flee away'' and fiee 'till they can flee

no further ; no place of hiding being found for them

—

n££ need we wonder, for fee i—his throne is like the

fiery flame—his wheels as burning fire—a fiery ftream

ifiues out before him—behind him the flame bumeth

;

thoufand thqulands mininer unto him ; ten thoufand

times ten thoufand fiand before him,"f What a pic-

ture is this ? O firs ! can you rejpice to fee it r

—

* This thought, if I miftake not, the reader may find ex*

preiTed with all the force of language in Young's Laft Day, a

i^cra which I remember to have Tead with pleafure ; from
which, as well as from the Night-thoughts, it the books were
now by me, I mould have taken pleafure to have obliged

my readers with this, and many other thoughts on this fubject,

iii the emphatic words of that incomparable author.

' f Daniel vii. .9, 1 o. Revelations i. 13, 14, 15, 16.
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Think ; for Oh ! He bends his courfe this way. He
comets as " the brightnefs of the Father's glory— the

exprels image of" his peiTon." He comes in all the

power of God—power to which all nature ftands obe-

dient j whofe awful beck makes all revolving worlds^

as if Uruck dead with fright, to flop their wheels.*

He comes in the full exercifes of all his mediatorial

powers alfo ; power by which to wreft the key from
death's cold hand—knock off his fetters—fet his pri-

foners free—and trample down that aged conqueror of

hii our race—Power over hell and all its fiends, by
which to fummon forth, convict, condemn, and exe-

cute the fentencc on thefe untamed enemies of God
and man : a fentence juft—though new to them—

•

bearing an additional load, proportioned to the enor-

mous guilt they had continually been heaping up by
all their helliih crimes fince firit they were hurled'down

from blils ; a fentence which but now feems to begin

their hell ; compared to this their former torment

might be called a Heaven.—Power too over men, by

which the Kings—the mighty of the earth—yea, all

the fons and daughters of Adam, at a call, are brought, *

with their firft father, to the bar—to (land obedient to

the unrefifced nod of the great Judge : How great the

glory—how God-like the power with which Christ
cornes to Judgment

!

2. Nor lhall he come alone : we have already faid

all Heaven elefcends with him ; yea, faith the text,
<f When the Lord Jesus fhall be revealed fromHea-
ven with his mighty angels"—or, as the word more
ftriclly might be rendered, the angels of his might

—

the meffengers of his power. Could he, when hum-
bled here on earth—by a word of his mouth, have

commanded " more than twelve legions of angels to

Joflma x. 12.



do his pleafure ?"* No wonder then if myriads on
myriads, ambitious, now fill up his train—no wonder
the fcene be magnificent indeed, for the facred volume
leaves it beyond doubt that "

< // the holy angeis ihall

now (land around riim,"f But for what end ?—Have
they been* Jh time, as miniftering fpirits, fervants as

well as watchmen of the beft interefcs of the heirs of
Glory Now mail they gladly fly on wings of love

to gather he elect from the four winds. § Were they,

'till now, employed in the kingdom of his providence,

Endowed with excellence of his flrength to do their

Lord's commands]
|| and \fy confequence the daily

witnerTes of the'conduct of the wicked in this life ?

How readily fhalh they now fummon finners to the

ba-r—and ami* at his mandate to execute the fentence

to ^ach firmer reipectiveiy addrefifed ?* O glorious tri-*-

xirn'ph- !' Who Ihall be able to endure the -fj. lenders-

of "that day ?
•

: But thefe mall not be all his retinue : fuch is the*

condefcenfion of our great Redeemer, it is net enough
to receive {inful men to favor; to admit them where
himfelf is to behold his glory—and drink immortal
KfflS from every ray they fee ; but when he comes to

give a full difplay of ail his riches, they muft needs-

be- honored witlr a fhare in the tremendous pomp.

—

We are told by him who cannot lie, that the Lord
mm not come to judgment without ten thoufands of
his faints in company y\ afTured"that whenever he ap-

pears, all thofe tharfleep in Jesus he will bring along

with him if not one forgotten ; none then left behind;

from the Hill-born babe, to the Christian funk in years,

everyfoul that died in Christ, iha]i then come at his

* Matthew xxvi. -53. f Matthew xxv. 31. + 'Hebrew's i.

14.
.
J& Mark xiii, 27. || Pfalm ciii. 20, 21. * Matthew xiii.

41, 41, 43. I *Jude xiv. % 1 Theilalonians iv. 14-
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beck,' to End its body and receive its "brighter cw4:
-nil—all fhall qome—each fhining with a glory bor-

rowed from his Lord ; urging his golden lyre wife

many a gladfome ftroke in the triumphant anthem, ©
glorious fight ! where millions unnumbered as t:h*e

grains of fend, fhall appear in fpkndid ranks, whan

heavenly joy fparkles in each eye ! what love and

wonder glows on every cheek ! the leaft among them
decked in heavenly beauties—bought with Jesus'

blood—furpafies far the beaming glories of the meri-

dian fun. O finners, hade to Jesus' loving arms,

while grace is offered, that you may one day mingle

with this glorious throng. Fear not, Chrifcians, the

meaneft, weaker!, darken: of you mall be there : your

notes too mall be heard amidft die Allelujabs of that

happy train !

3. OtfE other circumftance of the judge's glory

mentioned in the text, is, " he comes in flaming fire 5"

' more literally, " the fire of a flame," L e. the moft

piercing heat to which a fire can be raifed"; I have no
doubt but the word fire is often ufed in fcripture as a

figure to exprefs the wrath of God ; yet I cannot a-

gree with thofe who think it only metaphorical in this

place—the Apodle is evidently now deicribing the vi-

fible appearances of that awful day—all the reit are al-

lowed to be literal—Why then mould this be explain-

ed away to a figure only ? Nor will I deny that the

whole mafs of elementary fire hitherto difperfed in

due proportion through all material worlds, lhail then

probably be collected into one place—whilrb funs-
planets—clouds from on high—earth and waters from

beneath, on the divine mandate, all at once discharge

theirflaming flores, 'till every ibark the-y- had contain-

ed fince -their creation, is quite exhauiled ; yet I muft

beg leave to differ from thofe, however numerous and
refpectable they be, who. have afferted this, or feme
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material fire newly created, is what thcfe words refer

to ; that fire feems to break out chiefiy after the judg-

ment is pafl—this fire is feen as foon as Christ is

revealed—a fire in which " he comes from Heaven :"

that fire is probably defigned (may I not beg the li-

berty that others take, to exprefs their own conjec-

tures ?) to form a material engine cf eternal torment
for thofe wretched crouds, that now muft carry with

them material bodies to thofe doleful regions, where,

'till now, their fouls alone had lain in anguifh proper

to a fpirit, anguilh that could be called fire only in a

figure ; in that fire, though not without this of a (pi-

ritual kind, the devil and his angels, with ail the damn-
ed crew, mail plunge, and fink from gulph to guiph

forevermore ; but it mall never touch the heavenly

throng— they fee it with their eyes—but fee it afar oir

;

who then Can think it will come near the Judge ?

—

But the fire in the text is reprefented as his ch. thing—

his atmofphere—his vehicle to judgment. The judge

is in the midfb of it.

If it is here objected that the appearance of God
to men, in ancient days, were in the midft of fire ; it

is granted but thefe were only fymbols of the divine

prefence, and fo cannot afTecl this argument at aS

:

and yet it would be very hard to prove that fire to be

material , it fcorched not Mcfcs—nor did it burn the

quaking mount—yea the buffi in Hereby though the

feat of this flame remained untouched.

By the flaming fire here fpoken of, I would rather

underftand that glory of the Judge's perfon mention-

ed above :—This will be fuch as, like a burning blaze,

no mortal eye could bear—lb great, that fun and moon
and ftars are totally extinguifhed at its firft appearance

:

as the fickly glimmerings of a taper are quickly loft,

foon as the eaftern fun darts his iirft morning beam a-

crofs the horizon 3 fo difappears all created light, whea
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light's great oceand original firft mews his face : at

fight of this, " the fun fhall be darkened, the moon
will not give her light—the ftars of Heaven fhall

fall"*—the Heavens, unable to endure fuch brightnefs,

flee before it—the vaft expanfe, as a flaming fcroll,

furls all its faded beauties, roils itfelf together, and de-

parts as in fhuddering horrors :f nor are the Heavens
alone affected—the whole earth feels the mock—as

this glorious being defcends, fee, the trembling i (lands

aredifplaced—melting mountains fhrink out of fight

—

rocks rend—and univerial nature fends out her dying

groans ! and when to this piercing light is fuperadded

his almighty power— (power with which every thing

in this unequalled peribnage 3 with which every thing

efTentially ifluiag from him is neceffarily fraught) then,

as I conceive, it acls like cc flaming fire" indeed ; for

as fire will ftrengthen and refine whatever has a nature

like its own, fpark kindling fpark, and flame increafing

flame \ whilfe on the other hand it fuddenly deftroys

whatever it meets that cannot be changed into its own
image, fo fhall the flaming fire we fpeak of, whilft it

refines the faints

—

<c tries all their works"^ as the fur-

nace trieth gold—burns up their ftubble—and bright-

en their whole perfons into his own molt beauteous

image—at the fame time prove a confuming fi re to'

the unchanged finner—the wicked fhall be like chaff

before this flame : by this " the day mall burn as an

oven,"§ (and if the inftrumentality of material tire,

fpoken of above, were not employed at all, this would

be fufficient) by this might earth be quickly burntup

—

Heavens melted—and creation blotted out : woe to

the man mat unprepared meets this flame !

D

* Matthew xxiv. 29* f Revelations vi, 14. % 1 Corin-

thians iii, 13. § Mai. i. 6.
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Thus fhall. the lightnings fiafh ; And fhall no
thunders roar ? Nothing more certain. For this day.

in a fpecial fenfe, they were made : for this day are

thofe thunders kept that none can underftand : and

then fhall all be fired off : fhall roll without ceflation

from the higheft Heaven—with majefty more awful

than when rebellious angels were thence, of old, hurl-

ed down.—-Hark ! immortals—hark that dreadful

found—peal on peal, as it breaks from every low'ring

cloud, mingled with the roarings of the affrighted o-

cean—the groans of burfting caverns—the clatterings

of wafted bones—the hideous murmurs of the quaking

earth, convuifed in her laft pangs—the yell of devils

—

and the dreadful fhrieks of damned finners—but loud-

er than them all, the trump of GOD ! Oh dreadful

fcene ! fhelter, dear Jesus fhelter—nature faints—the

immortal fpirit totters at the fight

!

The Lord fhall defcend in thunders

—

cc with a

fnout, with the voice of the arch-angel, with the trump
of God :*—the Heavens fhall pafs away with a great

noife."
—

'till even they that are entombed fhall hear

and come forth to enquire, what power can knock fo

loud.— It is "the voice of the Son of God"—No
lefs could make them live Angels fhall be dif-

patched before him, to give the dread alarm to deep-

ing worlds. For this that trumpet founds—founds far

otherwife than that at Sinai ; with knell more awful

than if all the elements, drawn up in array, had fallen

on each other, and were juft now engaged in mortal

combat : the ftrongeft blaft Omnipotence itfelf hath

ever raifed : I need not bid you harken ; it ftrikes all

ears in Heaven, earth and hell—awakes the filent j

dead—and fets univerfai nature trembling : this dread-

ful clangour, with a fhriller . note than that of ten

Si * i Theflalonians iv. 16.
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thoufand clarions together, mall rouze the fleeping

duft : and you, my friends—even you, to whom his

charming voice, in loving accents, fpeaks in vain to-

day—whofe ear no prefent found from Heaven does

pierce to purpofe—even you fhall hear it—and if deaf

"till then, fhall hear with dread : O firs ! in the terrors

of it, let me perfuade you to be wife betimes—Anti-

cipate the horrors of this hour : and flee—flee to the

refuge under Jesus' wings ; O flee whilfl yet you
may, from all this coming wrath.

Such circumftances are the fmalkfl part of what
we are taught to look for as the attendants of this

dreadful day. Thus <c will the Lord Jesus be re-

vealed from 'Heaven." But for what end all this

pomp ? What important caufe employs fo much the

majefty of Heaven ? What is the bufinefs of this

grand advent ?

To confider this, brings to the

lid. feclion of this difcourfe.—It is, O hear it^fons

of men, it is to JUDGMENT ! already it has claim-

ed your notice, that the unequal diftribution of good
and evil in this life, would leave the goodnefs, righte-

oufnefs, and purity of God in the dark, were this the

only irlue of all things. The particular judgment of
each departed foul, which the moment after death,

fends it to a lafting manfion fuited to its nature, would
juftify the ways of God to man : but all this would
not vindicate his government to waiting worlds, who
lee n^t. private judgments ; nor filence the reproaches

or Heaven's malicious foes. Hence this day has been
appointed to manifeft to all intelligents at once, the

perfect rectitude of ail he did. Although a mate of
trial did require variety of fortune; and, for a mo-
ment, the brighten: fate lay clouded ; yet an eternity-

awaits ; in it ihail all things be fet right. Yes, the

obfcurity ceafes at its firfi approach ; and through in-
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terminable ages, the holincfs and juftice of the fove-

reign fhall be declared pure by every fubjecYs final

doom : For this purpofe, at the dreadful crifis here

confidered, all worlds mail be fummoned to behold

—

while angels and men are called to judgment—^public-
ly tried—and a fentence paft on each, which all ra-

tional natures mull acknowledge right.

Nor fliall the fouls of men alone appear ; their bo-

dies too, muft be produced thele very bodies that

have borne you to God's houfe to-day. Be not lur-

prifed, my brethren, at this alTertion ; I readily grant

our bodies in this life, like the prophet's golden

lamps,* are in perpetual flux, ever mifting old mate-

rials for new ; and, like a running ftream, we cannot

fee them tzvke in all refpecls the fame nor is it ne-

ceflary that all the particles, of which our bodies have

confuted from firfl: to laft, be railed again ; then would

they refemble mountains more than men ; any one

fett of thefe conftituents is the body ; and it aught to

be remarked, there are eflential ftamina that ltill re-

main unchanged, from the unborn embryo to the

hoary head entombed thefe are laid in the grave

—

thefe railed at that day, clothed with whatever fiat of

matter they had worn in life, whedier the alhes lodg-

ed v/ith them in the fame pit, or (what is not impofli-

ble) lome of the atoms they had depoflted in every

ftage of life, now gathered and conjoined with thefe,

are yet that very body that had lived, and breathed,

and walked on earth : if not the very fame, it is no

refurrecrion, a new creation only ; nor would the juf-

tice of that unfpotted tribunal ever confent to reward

one body more than it could one foul, for the fervices

and fufferings of another ; far lefs confiftent would it

be to put an innocent, a new-created frame to endlefs

* Zechariah iv. 2, 1 1.
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torture for the fins committed by another, that, if it

/hall exift at all, exifts only as fenfelefs earth, and

feels not the general wreck of nature in which it

mingles.

Nor is the raifing the fame body at all impohlble ;

that all-piercing eye, to which our fubftance long be-

fore our birth, to which our every thought, whilft but

a forming, lies quite naked, can eafiiy diitinguifh duft

from duft : that mighty voice that Ipoke the fiat when
all worlds arofe, can without pain recall each fevered

atom to its proper body—though fcattered by winds

—

warned away by waves—and feparated to either pole

;

though rotten in the duft, grown up in vegetables ;

and thefe, eaten by men, wrought into garments, or

burnt as our common fuel ; though devoured by ani-

mals, which fall a prey to the teeth of animals more
fierce than themfeives, and the bodies of thefe laft be-

coming human food, are blended with fome other

frames that muft be -railed as well as they ; yet, by the

hand that built them out of nothing at the firft, lhall

all that is their own be now brought back, and an im-
mortal ftructure raifed from thefe materials, more glo-

rious, or frightful, than ever rlefh beheld.

Of this, nature affords a variety of emblems—the

fpringing of a feed that was dead and buried in the

earth—the revival of the plant in fpring, that feemed
totally deftroyed by the winter's froft, may daily give

the blufh to the moft labored fcruples of the infidel

with regard to refarreetion :—with a good grace then

may the Apoftle challenge men to fay, " Why it

mould be thought a thing impoffible that God mould
raiie the dead,"* when he had the doctrine proved by
facts : he need but let the notorious inftances of the

children at Shunem\ and Safepta\— the daughter of

* A<fts xxvi. 3. f 2 Kings iv. 35. i 1 Kings xvii. 22,
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Jairus%—the widow's Ton at Nain\\—a Dorcas,* or a

Lazarus,^ fpeak plainly for themfelves—he need on-

ly turn them to the writings of Mofes, Daniel and Job,

to convince them this doctrine was no novelty — yea,

might make their own eyes their teachers by what they

daily fee.

Though thefe fame bodies mail all be raifed a-

gain—yet, in very different circumftances ; both faints

and finners mail be revived by Omnipotence ; but the

refurrection of the former, is owing to a fecret ener-

gy from that of Christ, reaching the bodies that, by
covenant, had been united to himftlf in a bond which

death could not untie ; juft as the vital influence is

diffufed from the head, down through the members of

all this mortal frame—the refurrection of the wicked
is the effect of the abfolute power of God, exercifed

by Christ over his enemies, for their deftruction, as

an appendix to his mediatorial office : both fhall be

raifed ftrong (ftronger than any material body in the

world) immortal, incorruptible, incapable of ufing

meat, drink,
.
apparel, or any fenfaal object beyond

the reach of aliment, digeftion— circulation, or (with

refpect to faints at leaft) any gravitation to weigh them
down : But Oh the difference ! The faints are raifed

jpiritual^ not that they are changed into fpirits ; then

they could not be bodies in any fcnfe at all ; but with

as much refinement as bodies can receive ; though

that fhall make them differ in appearance from their

prefent felves, more than the fineit lawn can differ

from the earthen feed it fprung from;—more than the

clearer! cryilal can from the aihes it is made of—yea,
more than yonder fun, which is but perifhing matter

more refined, can differ from the mud that incom-

>
§ Mark v. 41. |( Luke vii. 11, 15. * Afts ix. 40. f John

xi. 39, 44. % Luke xx. 37, 38. § Daniel xii. 2. Tob xix. 26*
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modes the ftreets ; from this fpirituality it is prefum-

ed their bodies will be fo light as, like our thoughts at

prefent, they may move (on God's behefts) through

future worlds, fwifter than lightning darts acrofs the

globe.

—

2. Immortaly incapable of ficknefs—-wearinefs

—

or pain*—fortified to bear an exceeding great and e-

ternal weight of glory j fit to be eternally employed
in acting for, beholding of, and finging praifes to the

God that is all their joy ; and that without fupply of

nourifhment from any thing created j they live on-

God alone, as well as in him for evermore. -j-

3. Glorious, as the foul, at entering into Glory,

muft be ftripped of all the rags of filthinefs—corrup-

tion—imperfection that were about it in this life ; fo

when thefe bodies are, about to be received there, they

muft be purged of every defect they labored under

here ; infirmities that offend the body, are no lefs in-

capable of an entrance there, than thofe that hurt the

foul :J Jacob will not there go halting—nor Mephibo-

Jheth lame—the eyes of IJaac will not be dim—nor

Leah's tender ; no fores, no blemifhes, no deformities,

nor decripitnefs at all fhall be among them ; no dwarfs

of immortality—no giants there of monftrous fize

—

no feeble infant of a fpan—no wrinkled face—nor

heads drooping with the weight of years :—no faded

fickly afpeA—no withered or uncomely feature in the

general affembly of thefe firft born. All comely in the

bloom of endlefs youth; and though we have no ground

to fay there will not be fome diverfity of looks and

features, by which, as it is in faces on the earth, each

will be eafily diftinguimed from the reft, yet it is per-

haps moft probable none will be advanced beyond full

maturity—none fall below it. But,

* Revelations xxi. 4. f Matthew xxii. 30. % Revelation^

xxi. 27. Ifaiah xi. 9.
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It muft not be forgotten that the quinteffence of

their beauty is the image of their Lord ; though in de-

gree the difference between his comelinefs and theirs,

will be greater than between the noon-day fun and the

dimeft twinkling ftar, yet it is no uncertainty that eve-

ry one of them mall be fafhioned like his fplendid bo-

dy*—brightened with his brightnefs

—

glorious with re-

flection of the beams of his glory " they behold him
with open face"—the rays of his beauty ftrike not on

them as fun-beams do upon opaque bodies—but as

upon a lively mirror that is thereby made to mine like

them, and reflect them back on every beholder ; thus

f
c they are changed into his image, from glory to glo-

ry This it is that makes all "the righteous to

Ihine as the fun in the kingdom of their father"J—but

not all with equal fplendor ; fince all their beauty

fprings from the impremon made on them by his, the

nearer they advance to him that is the fountain, the

great centre of it, the greater impreffion they mult

needs receive, and the more glorioufly they muft needs

mine ; grace and glory differ only in degree ; the mor-
al image of the Lord here begun in the fouls of

men in regeneration, and gradually increafed as the

Holy Spirit's fanctifying work proceeded, is but the

fame principle with which made perfect, diey ihine in

Heaven ; and, which, as the occasional caufe, produces

this external luftre on the bodies there, that have been
inftruments of the exerciies by which it was increafed

here : it follows that the more of this image any per-

fon has obtained in life, the nearer to die Lord he

comes at death ; and (fince the doctrine of the con-

front increafe of glory in the faints in Heaven before

the day of judgment , may juftfy be difputed though af-

ter it, that doctrine feems clear to me) by confequence

* Phil. iii. 2.1. f 2 Corinthians iii. 18. % Matth. xiii. 43.
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the nearer to him he fhall be ftationed at the refurrec-

tion j the more grace therefore any man has exercifed

here, the more beautiful he fhall appear at that day.

The traces of the graces he had exercifed, though all

now fwallowed up in love and joy the memorials /

of the works of charity and faith in which he had ta-

ken pleafure—the fears of perfecution borne for

Christ, though now the brighter! fpots upon him

—

all—all fhall appear to enhance the fplendors of the

Chrifrian by his Saviour's fide thus, though every

one is as glorious at that day as his capacity will ad-

mit, yet mall it rife in fome degree above the reft, "as
one ftar differeth from another liar in glory."*

But ah ! the horrid contrail to all this that glooms
in the appearance of the rifing rebel-crew : marks of
immortality, it is true, their bodies bear : but marks
that prove them engines only of immortal tortures

—

their ftrength does only contribute to make them ca-

pable of ojreater pain : O finners ! glory no longer in

the faireft face—ceafe the daily contemplation of « the

idol in the glafs"—quit the ill-fpent drudgery of pam -

pering the rotten carcafe : for here it iiTues ; as faints

are raifed in the image of their King ; fo all the

damned appear in the likenefs of the gloomy prince

of darknefs—-ftript of all the external beauty that was
upon them—beauty which many have abufed as a

means to bring them there blackened with all the

deformity of hell : Where now is the fparkling poi-

fon of the wanton eye ? Altered into die baleful image

of horror and defpair—the very picture of the uglieft

fiend below : wherever they roll their eye-balls, their

ghaftly looks are telling all within them. The very

vifage of the firmer points out the favorite paiTion of

E

* i Corinthians xv. 4-r, 42.
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Ills foul, as ftrongly as if you fam the drunkard rife

rolling in his vomit—the lafcivious taken in the adul-

terous moment—the prophane lips juft ftretched open
with their ufual blafphemies—the thief caught in the

nick with his fingers in his neighbour's coffers—the

murderer juft plunging in the fatal dagger in the dark:

brought to the bar in fuch circumftances as thefe,

who can wonder that fome appear more direful fpec-

tres than the reft ? The crimes encumbered with the

greateft aggravations, put on the blackeft hue ; fo

ftiall the fmner, loaded with them, make the moft

monftrous figure at that day : horrid pre-eminence !

But all—Can you behold it firs ?—All appear like

incarnate devils ; What haggered uglinefs ? What ob-

fcene forms ?—What blacknefs ?—What monftrous

ihapes are here ? "What malice—rage—defpond—en-

vy ? What mocking—hateful— but I muft for-

bear !—For what tongue can utter ? What ear can

bear to liften ? " O my foul ! come not thou into

their fecret j—*-unto their afTembly mine honor be not

thou united."*

But to recover from this digreflion, whatever dif-

ferences in their forms, yet, " in the fame flefh," raifed

by a power like that which made them, " fhall faints

fee God :"f thefe very bodies, that in this life are fin's

devoted flaves, fhall juftly feel fin's wages in the other.

To raife them then—to call them from the grave, is

one of the works of this important day.J Angels,

for this, are difpatched from on high, to have them
ready when He comes. An invitation this, you can-

not fit : a call the deafeft ear fhall hear !

The human congregation being brought together,

we are inftructed a public trial ihall enfue the Judge's

* Genefis xlix. 6. f Job xix. 26. $ Matthew xiii. 41.

Matthew xxiv. 31.
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eye, piercing through every being, dlfcovers, in a mo-
ment, all that men would fain fecrete : the ftandard of

a perfect law is now erected ; and to it all mankind

are brought : it is none other than the moral law, one

naturally binding every moral agent as foon as crea-

ted, previous to any revelation—a law that cannot pals,

neglected one moment of its fubjects being ; nor call

for lefs than perfect, obedience in every moment ; nor

overlook one thought, or word, or act in the accompt i

nor doom the leaft defect to any lefs than a penalty

that is infinite a law whofe binding force can never

change, before good arid evil come together, and the

awful throne of the great law-giver is overfet ;* by
this ftandard, then, mall every man be meafured ; the

man who, weighed in this impartial balance, is found

wanting, who, not conformed to this upright rule, hath

nought to anfwer for his obliquity, mail meet the doom
it has denounced.

There is, originally, in nature's volume, fufncient

promulgation of this law to ail mankind ; and if our

crimes effaced the notices of duty we are thereby fa-

vored with, our obligations to it cannot be in the lead

abated by violating them. But as God has been gra-

cioufly pleafed to renew thefe loft difcoveries to feme
by revelation, it is reafonable they mould be relponfi-

ble for their fuperior advantages : by the feveral edi-

tions of this moral law, natural or revealed, Mofaic or

Chriltian, they who enjoyed them fhall be judged :f
and unlefs they have taken fheker in the blood of him,

who died to fatisfy all its demands for finful mortals,

it will be found that " every mouth muft be flopped,

and all the world become guilty before God :"j and

* Pfalm xix. 7. Romans vii. 12, 14. Galatians iii. 10. James
ii, 10. Romans vi, zy. Matthew v. 18. f Romans ii. 12.

£ Romans iii. 19.
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it Is the rule of that impartial day, that every man
fnall receive according to his works : This leads

us to obferve, that

It is to be confidered as the great errand of the

Lord Jesus, in this appearance, to affign to every

man in righteoufnefs, a portion for eternity ; the right-

eous and the wicked may live in near connexion in the

prefent life, juft as tares and wheat may grow toge-

ther in the fame field ; but now all mafks are taken

off—hypocrites are ftripped of the gilded covering

—

their rottennefs appears to all : and as Iheep and goats,

which feed on different foils,' are ufually divided

into feparate flocks ; fo lhall the faint and firmer

now part company :* however hard to diftinguifh

them with our pur-blind eyes, the firft glance of the

Judge lhall point each to his proper companions : a

total feparation fhall then be made ; a feparation that

is endlefe :—How many dear relatives fhall then take

a laft look each of the other ? How many too indul-

gent parents mail then fee darling children hurried to

the left ? How many married pairs fhall part, to meet,

and love no more ? And then the books are open-
ed !| O ! my brethren, What various emotions may
now be feen in that aiTembly ? Here joy—there ter-

ror—here defpair—there extatic rapture :—How dif-

ferent their coming fentence may eafily be read in

their faces.

The book of God's remembrance firiiji: O ! hear-

er, think, How canft thou bear the opening of that

volume—where all that can concern thee ftands fair

recorded ?§ It is amwered in every tittle of a book
that is thine own, viz. that of Conscience; whofe
fecret records, locked far within the breafl, unfeen per-

>W.±-::\v xxv. 32. f Revelations xx. is. % Mai. iii. 16.

§ Rpmans ii. 1 5. «
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haps by him who was their theme, are opened now :

thofe very pages where not a word appeared before,

like fecret ink, brought to the fire, are legible to all—

-

pages well filled indeed ! and every day a page !
—

Thefe two, like faithful witnefTes in every thing agree-

ing, jointly give in a valid teftimony of all thy

thoughts, thy words, thy&works ; each rightly ftated as

they are found conformed to the law of God, or o-

therwhe. There all the difpenfations of God's pro-

vidence to thee are awfully noted down ; afflictions,

warnings, privileges, mercies, opportunities, together

with the improvement or the contrary that thou haft

made, as truth declares.

The book of God's law comes next ; it publifhes

before all worlds its purity and juftice, the perfect: obe-

dience it requires, the dreadful penalty denounced on
each tranfgreflion ; each tittle here muft be fulfilled,

or ail the threatened load endured ; with this muft

every record of the former two be then compared

—

and by this judged right or wrong : and, O ! the

dreadful ifiue : one fingle breach condemns :—all

men* are now found miners : and thus are all the fons

of Adam brought in condemned—not one juftified

here : the whole human race at one ftroke cut off for-

ever t*

But was there not a ranfom found for guilty fouls?

Yes. A ranfom full, fufricient, fuitable for every cafe ;

a ranfom free to all who would lay hold of it for life ;

whoever is pollened of it mall yet be fafe : perhaps

the convict has fled for refuge to this hope—perhaps

he is in Christ : This muft be tried before the final

lentence is made up and for that purpofe,

Recourse is had to the book of the Gofpel : the

myftery of grace is here unfolded—the precious pro-

* Romans iii. 2Q.
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mifes to all believers here recorded—the many calk

and invitations—the many offers ofpeace and Christ,
the many days of grace—the fermons—facraments

—

admonitions—reproofs with which each one has been
favored in life, are here read over ; immediately

annexed to each, your acceptance or refufal is entered

on the record ; if the former, then the righteoufnefs

of Christ fupplies fufrkient anfwers to all the charges

in the other books—this owns the debt, and pays it

all—and then the accompt, thus fully fettled, is pub-
licly crofTed out ; and all your growth in grace and la-

bor of love, which you had long forgotten—and readi-

ly acknowledge now is not yours, but the work of

God's own grace in you—yet all openly Hand forth

as fo many witneffes to prove your title to that right-

eoufnefs, and each fhall be a jewel in your crown :*

but if the latter, if all the offers of Christ have been

rejected ; if not a word is found in any page here to

atteft the happy hour of your efpoufals to the bleffed

Jesus, nothing remains to hinder juftice to feek its

own of you ; and then all the curfes denounced in the

book of the law, iriall be poured out in unmixed fury,

in jufb proportion to the charges laid againrr. you in

that of God's remembrance, fo loudly attelted by the

records of your own confciences.

No further evidence is needed to fix the eternal

ftates of faint and finner, yet to leave the matter be-

yond all hefitation, the Judge's hand, in fight of ail

the multitude, lays the book of life wide open ; of all

the denizens of New-Jerujalem; where, written with

atoning blood, that of tc the Lamb flain from the

foundation of the world," we may behold the names
of all believers : O ! now look in, my Brethren ;

—

fearch for your own : if they are there, they are legi-

* Revelations xiv. 15.
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ble—the eyes of faith, even here below, can fome-

times read them in large red capitals ; the gofpel-book

may give the notice of it : Haft thou accepted

Christ ? If fo, thy glory refts fecure ; this clears at

once thy right—nor man, nor devil mail ever rob thee

of thine inheritance : if not, the filence of the book
of life fully confirms thy doom ; and all the world

mall fee thy mifery juft.*

Not that there are real books then to be examin-

ed, that Christ may be enabled to judge aright.

—

No. He needeth not thole helps which the weaknefs

of our minds obliges us to ufe. Thefe are figures

chofen on purpofe to bring down this mighty fcene to

our conceptions ; by painting it in colours drawn from
the well known procefs of courts of juftice here be-

low : figures the moft fignificant that can be ; they

clearly ihew that the wifdom of Jehovah, neceflarily

knowing all things, mall, at a glance, difcover the cha-

racters and ftates of all in Judgment, in iuch a light,

as all worlds muft fay is true ; mail point out, as with

a fan beam, every thought, and word, and deed to

themfelves, and all around, beyond all poflible denial

fo that to every fentence parTed at that day, the con-

fciences of all mall fay Amen. However, the trials

being over, and endlefs dooms pronounced without ap-

peal, How mail the congregation be divided I

<c Thefe mall go away into everlafting punifhment-—

thole into life eternal.'
J
j- Hence it appears,

That the bufinefs of this awful appearance is " to

take vengeance on them that know not God, and o-

bey not the Gofpel of our Lord Jesus Christ —
all who have never known him fpiritually, by an ex-

perimental difcovery of his nature and perfeclbr ^
made by himfelf to the eye of an awakened an .1 i e -

* Revelations xx. 12, 15. f Matthew xxv. 46.
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newed mind ; giving it a right idea of God, and ef-

pecially difplaying his " glory in the face of Jisui
Christ j"* all who are without this, and fo muft be

deemed utterly void of any true knowledge of God's
nature, his exiftence, word, works, or any thing about

him, fliall then feel the wrath they did not fear : all

who have lived and died in willful ignorance of God,
even down to thofe who have finned againft the light

of nature, when they had none better; much more
then thefe taller finners here, who regard not the gof-

pel though publifhed in their ears : Go on, ye

prophane, laugh at religion, defpife its offered r;race,

call it cant-enthufiafm—fick-brain fiction—idle bug-

bears, and all you will— call off all reftraint—and live

like men, as you are pleafed to call the life of devils—•-

yea rather that of brutes ; but know ye, this day, from

the Lord, " your damnation lingereth not !"f Long
hath an injured God borne with your impieties, whilft

fome feoff at revelation—and deny futurity ; others go
on in fin, and fay, Cf It is no harm God furely muft

have mercy on the foul himfelf has made ; he could

not make a fpirit to be damned ; it is but a little we
have enjoyed ourfelves ; time enough to turn from

our pleafures yet—we mult—we will indulge them
now \ our will mail be our matter, let him hurt us if

he can." Miferable wretches ! you think God alto-

gether fuch as yourfelves \% look to the text and

tremble j he can and will take vengeance, fudden ven-

geance, on all fuch, except they quickly repent.

§

Nor mall they fare better who profefs to believe

the Gofpel, and name the name of Christ* but in

works deny both it and him : that faith that is fincere

will purify the heart,
||
and fo produce new obedience

* 2 Corinthians iv. 6. f 2 Peter ii. 3. i Pfatm 1. 21, zz.

§ Luke xiii. 3. j|
Ads xv. 9,



( 41 )

Christ declares himfelf the author of eternal falva-

tion only to them that obey him ;* for without fuch

fruits faith is dead :f Ho all "ye formalifts ! ye falfe

profeffors, hypocrites, the marpeft thunders of divine

vengeance are levelled at your difguifed breads ! flee

now to Christ ; confefs your fecret guilt $ caft your

foul on him immediately ; accept his offered grace ;

or you mall perifh in the day of his fierce anger.—

-

However long it may delay, all fuch mail furely be

punijhed at laft.

But how ? What is the doom ? And when inflict-

ed ? That awful word, Depart, does in a moment
fix it beyond a poffibility of change. It is no trifling

penalty ; it is fuited juilly to fin's defert ; and there-

fore called cc deftruction :" deftruftion y not of their be-

ings (this O how defirable to them !) but of their

blifs : it is banifhment from him in whom alone true

"happinefs is found ;* baniihment to endlefs diftance,

beyond the reach of every pitying look ; it is impri-

fonment in total darknefs ; whofe higher! comforts are

to be bound in the iron fetters of intolerable ahg'jiih;

wrapped in meets of liquid fire ; torn by the relcnt-

lefs
<c worm that never dies," trampled, racked, yea

perpetually ground to pieces by the teeth pf cfcvils,

their only companions ; to be " weeping, wailing, and
gnaming the teeth," without the leaft remiiTion of their

forrows—without cc one drop of water to cool the

tongue," amidft incefiant draughts of boiling brim-

fione ; yea to be ingulphed in the doleful lake of fire,

and therein, without a moment's refpite, linking, like

iriaffy leaden globes, towards that bottom, which eter-

nal finking, under a load of boundlefs wrath, can ne-

ver find. Oh dreadful doom ! where pain without a

F

* Hebrews v. 9. f James ii. 1 7.
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paufe, in the uttermoft extreme a God can inflict, tor-

ments the whole man, foul and body.

But is it for a day ? Nay, did it end with years that

number thoufands for every moment fince the birth

of worlds, years that mealure millions for each grain

the globe, the univerfe converted into fand, could

number, how glad would be the tidings ! But ages

multiplied as often into thefe as there are moments in

that number, ages thus numerous beyond conception,

will fee their torment's but juft beginning to begin—
the end as diftant as at hrft ; the text has faid it j it is

everlafting : deipair ye worlds in woe—deipair of any

period to your torture. It never fees an end—Never!
How finks the foul at this moft killing found ? It is

the hell of hells. But wilhing is in vain— it cannot

be otherwife, for God is eternal—this is his unchang-

ing wrath—it falls on an immortal being—a being

whofe fufferings, becaufe finite, never can be fatisfy-

ing—a being beyond die reach of mercy or of grace.

Ah terrible !

But what aggravates this torment is, that it is not

only exclufion <f from the prefence of the Lord /'

but the very piinilhment comes from his prefence ; his

immediate prefence difcovered, with a full fenfe of
their own contrariety to this all-pervading, all-fur-

rounding God, is the very inftrument of the ruin of
the wicked at this day ; himfelf inflicts it by himtelt

The glorious brighmefs of Christ's appearance,

fraught with God-like power, we have already feen, is

to every thing unlike itfelf, " a confuming fire." This

banimes the wicked into hell, and kindles about diem
tophet's flames. The " glory of his power," there-

fore, is here faid to be the fountain of their woe ; this

is an Hebraifm for his glorious power and die words

might as properly be tranflated thepower cf his glory.

His power fhall be magnified in magnifying hclineia
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in their eternal puniihment : if fo, woe ! woe ! woe ?

to every one that falls under this awful frown : refer-

able beyond all thought, the man who then is found

not to have " known God, nor obeyed the Golpel of

our Lord Jesus Christ !" Sirs ! Is this cafe yours ?

O ! fly to Jesus now by faith ; " acquaint now your-

felves with him, and be at peace \
* or you may expect

your eyes fhall no more fee good.*

Far other is the portion of the godly in that day.

Lift up your heads, O Chriftians ; all that has been

faid need give you no difmay. Christ's errand to the

world is joy to you. The book of remembrance,
it is mje, mews reafon. large enough on every page,

for your deftructipn ; and you really Hand condemned
by the fentence of the Law ; but the Goipel-book
feals your acquittance ; there it is found you are Be-
lievers. You have been powerfully awakened by the

Holy Ghoft, to fee yourfelves undone : your hearts

have felt the horrid evil of your fins—and bled in

deepeft angurfh. for their abhorred guilt : as you were
realizing your clbkful doom-— owning its juftice—and,

as it were, juft falling-—finking under it ; whilft, by
the rueful tafte of fome prefent bitter drops, you were

fadly anticipating the approaching mower, then did

light break forth upon your fouls, juft as of old it did.

Upon the darkfome undigefted heap of worlds unform-

ed \\ Christ, your morning fun, then mewed his

face ; with raptures you beheld its beauty : the fight

attracted all your aftonifhed hearts—you flew to the

magnet—and, ftript of ail your righteoufnefs—and

changed, by a new birth, into the divine nature, you
did ftedfaftiy cling to the beloved centre : willingly

you embraced the offered Saviour ; and in his righte-

oufnefs you have refolved to ftand. This faitii has

* Job xxii. sr. f GeaeHs i. 3, 3,
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not been fruitlefs ; it has purified you from every luft

—

adorned you with every chriftian grace ; and kept

them in growing exercife, in all the duties of morality

and religion. You are found faints, not in name a-
'

lone : your natures, are renewed—your hearts cleanf-

ed, filled with the love of Christ ; and thence the

converfation of a faint has iiTued. Hail ye highly fa-

vored of the Lord ! the fentence, on the evidence of

thofe works that proved the grace of God in truth, in

you, prevents all fear : it is
cc Come ye blefTed to your

Father's arms." Tranfporting words ! Great was

your joy at meeting an open entrance into Heaven at

death ; but now that triumph is eclipfed : the reproach

of all your tribulations, crones, perfections, is now
wiped off—your former pains are all forgotten ; death

is fwallowe'd up in victory ; your fouls now freed from
every imperfection—your bodies, as you have heard,
cc Sfffioned like to-thar of your exalted Lord"—min-
ing as the fun, by the reflection of the glory that bur-

nifhes in him ; hence, as his power and juftice are ex-

alted in the vengeance taken on every unbeliever fo

fhall his love and grace, and every attribute at this day

be glorified in the falvation of every faint : glorified

with louder! fongs of praife by the redeemed ones

themfelves, whilft they vie with each other who fhall

moft airplay the riches of his grace ; recounting, as

they ling, the wondrous fteps of mercy towards them,

and within them through all their lives ; publishing to

every by-ftander their own unworthinefs—the free

grace—and the glorious righteoufnefs that faved them

:

and glorified in them, by admiring heavenly holts ; the

fplendprof the members of Christ's myfrical body,

now put on, fhall not only be their own infinite blijs.

but alfo iliall redound to the honor of the head from
which that fplendor comes. Angels themfelves mall

wonder and adore, when, in the meaneit faint, at that
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great day, they fee a work more glorious than all the

worlds they ever had beheld rolling from the Almighty

hand ; no wonder then if faints, thus dignified, be

ftruck with aftouifhment, loft in love, and extafies of

joy ; when, embraced kindly by their Judge, they tri-

umph with him over all his enemies, and enter Heaven
with Ailelujahs worthy of that place.

Thus we have feen the bufinefs of that day j O fo-

lemn period. ! How grand the fcene ! How tremen-

dous die procefs ! We fhall Ihortly fee ir. It might

not be loft, pains if we could here make a ftand, and

realize, in one view, what has been prefented to our

minds in thele detached thoughts : Then mould we
Behold the world in ail the circumftances of the

prefent day, mankind in generaldrowned in fenfuality

—

fecurely fleeping in their lufts—living as they lift 5

drenched in every abomination—yet alluring them-

felves. of lafting peace ;
" pulling down their barns

and building larger,"* each taking his brother by the

throat, faying, Give place to me, and finging the old

requiem to Ins foul, " Soul take thine eafe ; thou haft

much ftbre laid up for many years ;f when Lo ! a

fudden and unufual alteration is feen in the air ; it

thunders from afar : how raft it approaches ! enlarg-

ing, deepening, one peal no fooner over, than another

more alarming burfts over our aftoniilied heads the

mightieft winds, now rulhing from all points at once,

prefage fome fearful defolation ; whilft the thick re-

peated flames throb through the fturdieft hearts ; but:

On ! here is fomething worfe—the fun is darkened at

once the moon has loft its light and juft ap-

pears like a globe of blood—the ftars are gone—uni-

verfal nature is convuifedj—Ah me ! the earth, how
ftrong it quakes 1 it rends to pieces. ! But hark that

* Luke xii. iS. f Luke xii. 19, 20. J Matthew xxiv. 29.
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dreadful note poured from above—it (hakes the whole

creation : amazing blaft ! the heavenly holts did ne-

ver Hften to its equal.

It is the Trump of God ! and fpeaks a language

all mail underftand ; Awake ye sleeping Dust—
Artse, ye Dead, axd come to Judgment.
Words big with majefty and terror ; their found is

gone to the world's end; and echoes life into the fenfe-

iefs earth : For fee the awful fcene that follows.

—

Earth pouring out the buried dull in trembling con-

vulfions tombs burffcmg—charnels rattling—fever-

ed atoms flying to their kindred clay—bone to its

bone—thunders roaring lightnings fiafhing—rocks

rending—Heavens melting—nature fainting-—and the

judge coming, to meet with him all worlds now faft

preparing !

But not with equal freed ; the dead in Chris's
claim precedence here :* their Ibuls the Judge has

brought down with himfelf ;f glad they return to find

their beloved duff, aad flumed with joy, the waiting

corpfes they had left, receive their animating partners,

delighted each in each : the body refined, purified,

immortalized, will now be embraced (O with what
rapture !) by the happy foul ; and in what mutual ex-

tafies will the fleeping machine then open its long

doled eyes, break its confinement, lhake off its clay,

awake *to the wonders of that glorious hour, to fleep

no more- forever ! How aftonilhing this fight to the-

generation then found alive on earth ! to feel the

ground heaving under their feet— fee the human forms

begin to fhew themfelves in the opened bowels of the

teeming earth—fome hairy fcalps appearing in mo-
tion—fome heads jult mooting above the trembling

furface—fome far fetched limbs dropt down, where the

* i ThelTaionians Sv. f i Xheffaionians iv. 14,
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teholder Hands, whilft clattering bones, now feeklng

their ancient ftations, wafted in fnoals on every harden-

ing gale, at once ftun the ear, and darken the profpect

as far as eye can reach ; fee fome half raifed—feme
ftarted to their feet—and crowding in for room among
the living. But O ! what joy appears frelh in the

face of every raifed faint

!

Angels, difpatched " to gather the elect from the

four winds," ftand ready on the fpot to embrace and
entertain them. If Gabriel's hail was once fo fweet,

whilft in this diftant ftate, how mall the fouls of faints

exult, when faluted by whole hofts of well-known glo-

rious Spirits, thus, <c Arife, dear faints, long loved,

and watched with tender pleafure, ye highly favored

cf the Lord, let us embrace you, and bid you wel-

come to the honors of this day : long have you been

detained in trial ; long labored under various afflicti-

ons—long groaned being burdened—and long main -

tained a warfare againft fin and hell. Eut now die

(bene is Ihifted, your Lord is come down to take you
to his arms, and avenge your injuries upon the perse-

cutor's head ; He is come ! He is come ! and ftays

for you yonder : He has fent us now to finifh all the

work of care affigned us over you fince firft you had

a being, by calling you to meet him, and bearing you

upon our wings to his embrace. Come fee your

Lord in lplendor ; a Jplendor like to which he loon

will make yourfelves appear. You mall fee him as

he is j for where he is you mall alfo be." O f.vetc

intelligence !

Bur fweetened more, when in their way they meet

with their beloved friends. " The faints mall ail be

gathered together but gathered fo as may belt

ferve to make each one's bliis to be the joy of all a-

* 2 ThefTalonians ii. i.
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found—as well as to improve each famt as a witnefs

in the cafe of him that is next; hence families, pa-

rimes, kingdoms, may juflly be conceived to be claff-

ed together as far as their rtate will nov/ permit. O !

die congratulations of hufbands and wives of parents

and children of friends who mutually helped each

other to this joy ; yea of ftrangers with whom com-
munion has been held below, although never feen face

to face—of aiicient worthies—ancient faints.—Hew
fweet the meeting of thofe who fuffered together here

for the Lord's fake ! How delightful the recollection

of all their trials, perfecutions and labors of love !

" And is this the reward of our poor, trifling and un-

worthy fervices ? Is this the iffue of our light arnicti-

ons ? O wonderous grace ! O wonderous, wonderous

Saviour !" is their language.

The children of Abraham being thus all afTembled,

the Heavens open ! Light unftifFerable ifTiies forth in

one glorious dreadful fea ! and, higher than we can

glance a look, the Ancient of Days, the fource oflife

and death, appears in all his majeiiy : ail Heaven
mines forth in all its pomps ; loud thunders roll, and

flaming lightnings play around his train : angelic faofts

attend in glorious files—each to his part, founding his

high praifes in fweet celeftial {trains. Swift and ma-
jeftic he defcends : but fee, far above the region of

the clouds the triumph makes a (land : where, on an

rerial bafe, richly emblazoned with the enfigns of the

God, as he had already fhewn them through all his

works, a cloud of Glory, like to that the tabernacle

once contained, now famioned by divine fkill into the

model of a Throne of ftate, is fpeedily " pitched

down."* There the King of kings mail take his

feat for Judgment. O glorious, dreadful fight !

* f Daniel vii. 9.
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Thither are this great affembly wafted up ; and>

O tranfporting thought ! now placed on his right

hand, and, on them all, his propitious eye fheds joy

and life wherever it turns : fure earneft of their com-
ing reception !

But O the contraft ! Look down and fee mifer-

able worlds approaching, for the trumpet continues

ftill founding, and- the wicked ftill rifing, rifing with

reluctant horror and amazement, 'till all are delivered

up to Judgment : lee then, the howling millions

come j when hell opens again its mouth, and fpews up
its contents : they come, dragged by torm'entjng de-

vils, and by them forced into their hated, dreaded car-

cafes ; carcafes more horrid and loathfome now than

even in the grave. How bitter will the entrance in-

to thefe be to the fouls that left them, pained at the

reparation ! How unwelcome their reception, and

how dreadful, to the trembling corpfe ! What dire re-

vengeful looks what accufations curfes— fad ac-

eqftings may we reafonably imagine now pafs between

them ? Devils unveiled lhall meet them at the grave's

mouth ; no more to footh their consciences by the

blandifhments of vice \ no more to whifper peace,

and enfure the utmoft fecrecy ; but, by cruel mock-
ings, infults, and tormentings, to manifeft their will

and power ; by thefe minifters of darknefs, the tribes

of woe are dragged to meet that Judge, whom both

alike do hate and drea'd.

But, in aflembling for that purpofe, the reafons

before laid down, induce me here to add, that every

one joins his old felect companions : and ere he is a-

ware, he finds himfelf plunged into the croud of r I)

his curfed relatives, friends, acquaintance, partners in

impiety ; for this is a day when none mail be parted

from this fort of fociety of which his heart lias hither-

G



to made choice. Will this be an alleviation of the

•forrows of the day ? Ah No ! Thefe feafons are no
more. All former fondnefs now turned to haired,

fpight, malice, how unwillingly they come together !

They hate to look each other m the face ; what hor-

rid falutations yell through all this wretched mob !

Curfing at firft light, fome their too negligent parents,

others a hufband or a wife, aftlftants in their guilt

—

fome a darling child—others a dear companion, and
every one his birth, his folly, himfelf ; and efpecialiy

the day in which he got the firft acquaintance with

thofe he finds around him. Thefe mutually flaring,

and flared at, with gnafhing teeth, and faces haggard

as hell, they come, tearing themfelves and one ano-

ther, to The Bar ; but mingle no more with faints :

they never loved their company as fuch, and now they

fhall have done with that incumbrance forever : they

{land off—fland like criminals indeed— fet aiide on
the left hand by themfelves.*

All now are met. The concluding tramp, com-
mands all worlds to univerfal filence ; when O ! The
Books are all unfealed ! in prefence of the whole con-

courfe, the mighty Voice that fpoke them into being,

fpeaks again. His words are firfl addrefled to his

faints,—A fbricTt account of them is taken :
" all mall

appear," fays the Apoflle : the faint as well as the un-

pardoned finner : all too <f mall give account"!

—

mall be tried by the fame rule—tried by their works

:

though this mode of trial enfures them condemnation,

by the law, yet it is the only way to prove them jufti-

fied by the Gofpel ; they are tried by works that they

may appear juflified by Grace fads are called for

;

and every thought, and word, and work, each in its

place, is now produced to light. Their works are

• Matthew xxv.32,33. f % Corinthians v. 10. Romansxiv. iz e
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now cjivulged in evidence of their interefl: in Christ,
and qualification for eternal felifs. It has been thought

by many found divines, that no mention will be made
of the fins' of faints at all : that being already pardon-

ed, and, as it were, blotted out of God's remem-
brance, they mall no more be brought into the faints'

accompt; Satan not fuffered to accufe the brethren

then ; none mall prefume to lay any thing to the

charge of God's elect :* but whether this be the cafe

or not, it is certain, the naming of their fins will then

be neither to their fear nor fhame the Judge him-
felf is advocate for them ;

" guilty of this, fays he,

and all is true, I found them—but here, ye wondering

worlds, fee here the fears that mew I bled ; I bled For

them for thele fame fins I yielded to be (lain/' O
wonderous mercy ! The blood and righteoufnefs of

Christ anfwers for every charge ; anfwers to his

greater honor, and their greater joy, than if no men-
tion had been- made of fin : Their faith, and love, and

repentance, and all its fruits, fince firft the Spirit of

God had changed their hearts* and brought them to

Christ's feet, are now examined,, to make their title

clear to ablblution by virtue of his death. And to

difcover the different degrees of glory they are ripen-

ed for, their former meafures of preparation muft be:

enquired into : now all their graces, talents and im-

provements ; all their works of juftice to the oppreff-

ed—mercy to the poor—lympathywith the afflicted

—

ail their labors of love, beneficence and charity to ail

mankind—even from giving all. their goods to feed

the poor, down to a fingle mite cafl into the Lord's
treafury—one word fpoken for God—the fmalieft

hint dropped for the conviction or edification of a

foul, or " a cup of cold water imparted to a dilciple

* Romans viii. 33*



all their prayers, tears, and fecret conflicts—all their

afflictions, forrows, perfecutions, for Christ and his

caufe : all—all are now made public to the univerfe

in full alfembly :—the warm zeal—difinterefted bene-

volence—divine, love that was the fpring of each, are

ail laid open—their injured characters now at laft ful-

ly cleared—and fuch notice taken of their poor fer-

vices as then aftonimes themfelves—-and each article

(lb rich the grace that fixes the rewards) enhances the

Iplendor of their crowns of Glory evermore.

Lift up then your heads with joy, O Chriflians

!

Heretofore you have groaned for fin 3 now fhail you
exult in perfect love : you have longed for Christ ;

now he is come i no feparation, no withdrawing more
fhail you ever mourn : you have fufTered for him be-

low ; now mail you be glorified with him forever

;

and you fhail find that <c thefe light afflictions, which

were but for a moment, have all along been working

for you a far more exceeding and eternal weight of

glory."*—For hear your fentence, nay, rather your
invitation to eternal blifs, fweetly diftilling from his

lips that bought it with his blood. " Come ye blefled

of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world. Come with me to

yonder bright world—to be forever in my prefence

—

to dwell under my kindeft fmiles— to eat and drink

with me at my table—to lay your heads upon my
breaft—your very fouls upon my bofom—to be as

glorious as my power can make you—as happy as the

blood of God could buy—Come, enter now your

ioving mailer's joy—and live and reign as Priefts and

Kings to me forever and ever."-^ Hark the joyful

founds ! Ail Heaven is ringing with their Allelujahs I

wonder, love, joy, extafy, all join their acclamations.

* z Corinthians iv. 17.
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Grace ! Grace ! Sovereign Grace ! refounds on every

tongue. Angelic 'choirs now raile tHeir higheft notes

;

now try their Ik ill on all their harps of gold.

His words are works. No fooner had he faid, than

crowns of Glory, robes of heavenly fplendor, palms

of victory, did vifibiy adorn them all ; acquitted thus

with honor, and accepted now as friends, they take

their feats on the bench, in the quality of anefibrs

near the Judge's throne ;
<c every man in his own or-

der," the Apoftles' feats, no doubt, exalted above

others ; then every faint according to the meafure of

grace improved, and fervice done tor God, by doing,

or by fiifFering ; but " all the faints mall judge the

world :"* the meaner! of them mall be railed to this

honor :j- they fhall not only be prefent to fee the wick-
ednefs of men difcovered, and give in evidence upon
the trial, but fhall approve dieir condemnation, and

ihout a glad Amai to every fentence.

Will this be pleafant to the wicked to behold ?

How will they feel at feeing thofe defpifed, perfecu-

ted, worthlefs creatures in their eileem, thus altered,

and thus honored ? Our eyes fhall anfwer this for us ;

for fee that multitude—how they gnaw their tongues

for pain \% How they already gnaih their teeth with

tage, and burft their hearts with envy at the fight

!

How earnerUy they wifh to tear Christ's lambs to

pieces ! But O !

The judge turns to the left in righteous fury ; and

calls to all the howling crouds, now clalled in bundles^

fitted for the flames, " Draw near." Alas ! What
trembling horrors, what dumb amazement, when,

with vengeful frowns—and a voice more* terrible than

thoufand thunders, he in determined accent, repeats

* i Corinthians vi. 2, 3. f Pfalm cxlix. 9. % Revelations

xvi. 10. § Matthew xiii. 30. John xv. 6.
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the challenge. —cc Draw near ye ignorant " who
know not God"—you are indicted, What is your de-

fence ? Draw near ye Oothful and unprofitable, with

all your miflpent talents*—you are indicted as ene-

mies to God, What is your defence ? Draw near all

ye negleclors of religion, and its exercifes—you are in-

dicted as felf-murderers, What is your defence ? Draw
near all ye prayerlefs heads of families—you are in-

dicted as murderers of your own children and fervants,

What is your defence ? Draw near all ye profane

IVearers—blafphemers of me and my word—you are

indicted for a train of treafons of the higheft kind a-

gainfl the Lord of Hofts, What is your defence ?

Drew near all ye fabbath-breakers, ye abfentees from

ordinances—you Hand indicted as robbers of God,
What is your defence ? Draw near ye fcoffers at re-

ligion, its truths, and powerful influence—you are in-

dicted for crucifying Christ, and pouring contempt
upon the Holy Ghoft, fay, What is your defence ?

Draw near all ye perfecutors of my children—you are

indicted for defying the God of all the earth to battle,

prepare now your defence. Draw near all ye licenti-

ous and intemperate, gluttons and drunkards—you

ftand indicted *as deftroyers of the work of God—as

attempting to fink the human nature into that of

brutes, and as murderers of your own fouls and bodies

both at once i What is your defence ?| Draw near all

ye adulterers, whoremongers, and lewd indulgers of
your hearts in fecret fikhinels—you are indicted as ha-

ters of the purity, and facrilegious defilers of the liv-

ing temples of die Molt High—What is your de-

fence ? Draw near all ye envious and malicious, ye

covetous and proud, ye thieves and extortioners, ye

* Matthew xxv. 50, f 1 Corinthians vi. 9, io, U. Gala*
tians v. 19, 20, si. Revelations, xxi. 8.
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liars, flanderers and back biters, yea, and all the claffcs

of empty meer formalifts, who trufted in your civil

conduct, and moral carriage ; with all the forts of

.painted hypocrites, loathfome to behold ; come forth,

and anfwer to the charge ; ye ftand indicted as rebels

againft the imperial crown of Heaven, and enemies

to him that wears it, fay, What is your defence ?" O
dreadful words ! No more is needed for the finner's

own conviction : methinks he would be glad to pafs

off the ftage Condemned, without a formal trial : but

that ever/ creature may fee the grounds of each de-

gree of woe that any criminal there receives as his

•relpective portion ; the books are open frill. Each
in his turn is brought forth in fight of all, and mea-
sured by the holy ftandard of the moral law ; but eve-

ry one is found a decalogue inverted ; unlike the ftand-

ard—the very contrary in every part. Now all the

thoughts that palled through their breads, each vain

and idle word is charged home upon them, and not a

milfpent moment but enters into the account : fins of

omiflion are litde thought of now—but thefe are par-

ticularly dwelt upon 3 as we are informed in the 25th

of Matthew by the judge himfelf : How keenly then

mall fins of commiffion, rifing frefli to view, now
fling the minis by which they had been long forgot-

ten v/hen the Book of God's remembrance, loudly

read in the ears of all, mall publicly proclaim the

deeds of darknefs the finner thought unfeen, the fecret

plots, the hidden fcenes of vice, the lafcivious or re-

vengeful looks,* the wanton and the bitter words,

|

with all the wicked fprings of every motion ; each

inftance bearing its dire doom in front as it appears to

public view ! Condemned, Condemned, re-echoes from

all the aftonifhed hearers : poor fouls ! But O ! Where

* Ecclefl*. xii. 14. | Matthew xii. 36. 1 Corinthians iv. 5.
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is the ranfom i May we not hope they have reforted

to him for offered life ? Perhaps fome ciaufe in the

Gofpel-book contains a fare reprieve. It is fearchcd

throughout. But ah ! it is filent quite filent on this

head. We hear from every page what mercies have

been flighted-—what fabbaths—fermons—counfelswere

abufed—what efcaped dangers—what wonderful deli-

verances—what iinfeen provifions made were all def-

pifed—what afflictions, erodes, pains were kindly fent,

but fent away wiftout their errsjid ; yea what convic-

tions flifled—what motions of the Spirit impioufly re-

fitted—and, in fhort, what opportunities they haver

improved only as frefh occafions of difcovering their

defpite againft a crucified Saviour : but not a tittle of

their taking hold of " the horns of the golden altar

for a melter."

Will they plead not guilty to the charge ? Wk-
neffes infallible are h.ere produced. The glorious

perfections of Jehovah that had been manifefted in-

conftant care of. them through all their lives, fnail

now accufe and teftify agaioft them ; whilft his om-
nifcience fets all their fins in terrible battallia/o.

them ; minifters who painfully have brought them
news of peace, and tendered faithfully a whole faiva-

tiorr, who prayed, and wept, and agonized in fecret

for them (O cutting thought !) mull now Hand forth

and tell the difmal tale of a thoufand efforts vain. Be-
lieving neighbors fhall then be witneffes. And O a-

larming news ! the believing hufband mall give fatal

evidence againft the unbelieving wife—the believing

wife fhall not ipare the unbelieving hulband—parents

fhall then accuie their children—children their pa-

rents.—Yea die ungodly fhall readily witnefs to each

others condemnation—the greater! intimates in fin

fhall wink and cloke no more. What need for en-

largement ? Their own consciences mall be inftead of



( n )

ten thoufand witnefTes—thefe will ring, in horrid

fcreams, guilty, guilty to every article : fpeechlefs, na-

ked, and without a plea, they Hand and tremble. O !

what throbbing hearts—what fmiting knees—what:

ghaftly looks ! Prefages juft of their approaching

doom The books are clofed—the procefs end-

ed—Hark ! the found that breaks majeftic from the

burning throne—and moots a thunder-bolt of death,

the fecond death, through all their wretched fouls !

cc Depart ye curfed into everlailing fire, prepar-

ed for the devil and his angels. Depart from me,
from faints, from every means of comfort, forever

;

depart into hell fire, a fire hitherto fpiritual, like your

fouls, now prepared and heightened to the higheft

pitch, now kindled alfo with a material flame of an

incorruptible confidence, fuited to immortalized bo-

dies : depart to a punilhment univerfal, through every

faculty of your fouls, and every member of your bo-

dies i—a punifhment continual, without a moment's in-

termifnon—apunifhment remedilefs, everlailing, and as

extreme as a moft holy, powerful God can find to

glorify his power, wifdom, juftice upon a naked foul

and body, both immortal, to all eternity. Devils mall

be your only company ; they were referved to this

day. Thou Satan, get thee from my prefence, with

ail thy hellim fiends, to a hell now feven times \iczu i

by thy repeated monftrous crimes." O the dreadful

yells ! The hellim fhrieks ! The weepings, wailings,

gnafhings that are here ! But ah ! it is no foot-

er faid than done : amidft ail their defpairing horrors,

iee ! The dreadful pit opens her horrid jaws— gapes

wide for thefe her deraned prey—the ground pa
which they itood is gone ; and now, angels haftening

—

confeience killing—devils tormenting—and them-

lelves icreaming in fharpett agonies, they drop—they

fink a thoufand furlongs down : and thus the mouth

H
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of hell is fliut—Ihut to eternity—whilft in a flaming

gulph, and pierced by all the wrath of God within,

they are finking down, down, down through ages

without end.

No fooner are thefe enemies thus driven to their

place, than the court rifes—the heavenly retinue be-

gins to move, and up in triumph, headed by their glo-

rious King, the joyful armies march in fplendid ranks

:

Heaven's gates {land open wide for the triumphal en-

try : the Hero leads them on ; prefents them to his

Father as his purchafed price—the bride he ferved

for ; what tranfporting melodies now rend the heaven-

ly arches : when thefe are all embraced in the Father's

arms : the eternal Son declares his mediatorial work
now finifhed.—The Father publicly feals his approba-

tion of all his Christ has done from firft to laft

;

pronounces the eternal fcheme of man's redemption

now completed ; and the Mediator, as becomes one

that had thus honorably acquitted himfelf in the amaz-
ing tafk, refigns the wonderous commiflion into the

Father's hand : and God (/. e. whoever is God, vuu
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft) remains all in all :*

though the God-man ftill continues the endeared head

of angels and men > the fweet focus where the bright-

en: beams of Deity are feen collected : the fource of

all the joys of faints—and the centre of their higheft

praifes. Here now the happy tribes have fixed their

itations, where fin and forrow can be no more ; now
they begin to live indeed—begin to crop the bloflbms

of eternal joy—to pluck the apples of the tree of
life—to drink at the fountain-head of blifs—and fati-

ate themfelves in the rivers of pleafure that flow per-

petual by the right hand of the throne for evermore

—

to Ipend ages interminable in encreafing glory and

1 Corinthians xv. 24, 28.
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happinefs, Tinging <c praifes, and allelujahs, blelTmg,

and glory, and honor, and power, to him that fittcth

on the throne and to the Lamb forever and ever."

But whilft they ftand on the threlTiold of glory,

methinks I fee them paufe ; and look back with a

fmile to fee the fate of that old world which was the

fcene of all their forrows. It has fini fried its fervice,

and is at an end : it has been little elfe than the bait,

the inftrument, and theatre of fin from its earlift year

;

it has been fubject to the vanity of its inhabitants, and
has even fupported the accurfed tree on which the

Lord of Life was crucified—therefore it is fit that

it Thould now be made a monument of the divine dif-

pleafure, and be cart into the lake that is made on
purpofe to receive all filth ; and fo perhaps make a

material fire to be the torment of thofe bodies whofe

lufts it long had ferved in the prefent life ; and thus

make way for a new Heaven and a new earth of quite

a different nature, prepared for a very different fate :*

and fee the univerfal blaze begins : the thundering

quiver of Jehovah now exhaufls its rage ! And at the

fignal, all the magazines of fire difcharge their ftores

—

lightnings all mot off at once—comets darned down*

and every meteor now kindled to the centre, all—all

together fall on this guilty globe, and fet the whole in

fUmes ; whilft, in the mean time, all the beds of corn-

buftibles below now force their way to air mixing in

liquid flames the hiils, and feas, and rocks, and palaces

as in one vaft volcano ; where all that lived in air, or

earth, or fea now plunge and periJli.—Nor is the

earth the only victim to its fury ;—the frame afcends :

it catches the clouds:—the vifible Heavens become

its prey fun, moon, and ftars before it are melted

down to burning ftreains :—the whole creation finks

* z Peter iii. 7, 10, is, 13. Revelations xxi. r,

I

f
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into this gulph—and leaves a horrid void. O won-

derous period ! O dreadful day ! A period coming

f2ft -already near at hand. Prepare ye ions of

men.
Thus my brethren, we have taken a look of the

laft folemn fcene ; very imperfect and obicure mull

all defcriptions be that mortals give of this before it

comes ; their brighter!: hints will, wrap the fplendors

of die day in clouds of darknefs ;
" No eye hath

feen, nor ear heard, no human, no angelic heart hath

ever yet conceived the glories God has laid up for

them that love* the terrors long referved for them

that hate him at that hour : in vain then mould rr.y

faultering tongue prefume to fpeak k ! 1 drop the fub-

jeci.

But before I take my leave of this audience, I

beg a moment to Siggeft a word of application. The
fubje6b has already applied itfelf ib clearly as it ran its

courfe, that it would be impertinent to make any largs

additions here. Paufe, and reflect, my hearers, how
awful the things that have been fet before you. Are
they realities ? Are they coming furely ? May they

be prefent before to-morrow ? And will death, that is

at the remove of but one ftep from each of us, bring

on the doom which diat day will but confirm ? Then
may Heaven prevent our taking up with a portion

that mall be conflimed by fire—a portion uncertain as

the breath now in our noftrils ! Plow vain the gilded

duft for which mankind do pant and dig unwearied I

How filly is their puff of honor ! How fiefcly all their

beauties ! And how mean their every fenfual pleafure

which the brutes can relilfi and enjoy no lefs than they

!

Good Lord provide lbme better things for us —
things of which (what cannot be told of thefe) it may

f Ifaiah Ixiv. 4, 1 Corinthians ii. 9,
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be faid, they <c accompany" true bleffednefs. Who,
my brethren, would envy the profperity of the haugh-

ty' (inner ; profperity fo (hort-lived and fo fatal to its

enjoyer ? Who would not now rejoice in the tribula-

tions, perfections, and fufferings by which the Lord
intends effectually to prepare the man that bears them

for tliis dread hour ? Sufferings fo kindly fent to dif-

engage their hearts from earth, and draw their longing

fouls to himfelf—fufferings in the deeped pangs of

which one glimpfe of the countenance of his God,
prefents the Chriftian with a profpecr. of joys at that

day, one moment of which would annihilate the for-

rows of ten thoufand years.

But whilft tliis folemn fcene writes Vanity on all

beneath the fun, it trumpets in our ears the Prophet's

meflage, Prepare to meet thy God. To be pre-

pared for this is, indeed " the one thing needful," our

very errand into being. Willingly to leave this pre-

paration to a future feafon, which it is but barely pofii-

ble we (hall ob:ain, is openly to mock the terrors of

the day even to the Judge's face. Let me intreat you,

Sirs, by all the glorious, and all the dreadful things of

the great Audit, ftop—confide r where you (land

—

defer not—enter into your own breads—(hut the doors

behind you—pufh home the queftion— ftir not from
the fpot 'till confeience plainly anfwers yeas or tUyy to

the important query " Am I Ready ? What if this

pomp mould burtl from Heaven before I quit this

pew ? Amidft aftonimed friends—fainting finners

—

and trembling falfe profe(Tors that would here be feen

in numbers—can I foberly think I mould be found a-

mong the happy few that then would ffrike up a fong

of praife to drown the voices of the fcreaming crowd?"
To afifift: you in this (earch, on which your all depends,

think on the characters the fubjeel of this dachas
found condemned already. Are any of them yours ?



( 62 )

Is there a fecret fin ftill harboured in your breafts ? A
gofpel duty yet wilfully neglected ? I tremble for you

!

Have you feen, and felt the import of fcripture

truth ? And particularly of thofe that are of moft im-
portance—thofe that relate to the nature of God ; his

Majefty, his Sovereignty, his Holinefs and Juftice ?

Have thefe been ever felt as living truths that fpeak

the glory of the Law as fpiritual—holy—juft—per-

fect j* malignity of fin as God's antagonift— its cer-

tain iffue in eternal ruin—the perfon—offices—the
beauty—and the work of the Redeemer—the manner
of the application of his merit by the converting

—

comforting—and fanclifying work of the Holy Spi-

rit—and the reality and fweetnefs of the purchafed

glory ? Has a divine inftructor written in a deep im-

preflion on your hearts thefe great—thefe all import-

ant truths with the fame almighty pen that wrote the in

in the Bible ? And hence have you ever been awaken-
ed from your fecurity ? Ever feen as a prefent dreadful

reality your loft ftate by nature ? The corruption ot"

your hearts ?f The blindnefs of your minds in the

things of God The horrid enmity of your wills a-

gainft him r§ The total averfion of your affections

from him ? And, confequently, your utter inability for

any fpiritual good ? The finfulnefs of your thoughts

—

and words—and works—yea even of your befc du-

ties ? The hellifh principle of unbelief within you ?

This and more is contained in the knowledge of your-

felves : this difcovers the juftice of your condemna-

tion, in its proper colours : and proclaims aloud your

need of Christ. Without this there cannot be a

proper knowledge of God's word—nor confequendy

* Romans vii. 12, 14. j 1 Corinthians ii. 14. % Roman*
viii. 7. § Gene/is vi. 5.
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of himfelf : The man who never had it muft ftand

with thofe " who know not God."
Again, Have ye " obeyed the gofpel r" Have ye

been enlightened to behold the glory of Jesus as a

Saviour able, fit, and ready for you ? Have ye felt his

powerful love fweetly clearing off your clouds; and

bowing your ftubborn wills to his attractive graces ?

Has the Spirit of God changed your hearts ? Are ye

born again ? Have ye been drawn, as well as enabled

by him, in the deepen: fenfe of your woeful cafe, and

ioudefl alarm of prefent danger, to venture yourfeives,

your all on this rock,, and in the character of poor,

empty, finful, juftly condemned creatures, without

any other encouragement than the open calls of yhe

golpel, to can: your all at Christ's feet, af\d give
yourfelves away to him : and on the warrant of die

free offers of the word, to confent that Christ, jjiift

as he is, and his lalvation, juft as it is, be yours ; t\ ius

embracing, and gladly receiving him, as your Proph let,

Prieft, and King, and thereon refting all your fah fa-
don ? And having thus clofed with Christ, do y ou
live on him ? Is he your only refuge in trials and d|if-

treffes ? Your only plea with an angry God ? Y< >ur

only lburce of comfort and of peace ? Your o. i]y

ftrength for duty—and armour againft the comm .on

foe ?

Is the love of God fhed abroad in your hearts ? Do
you rejoice when you enjoy his prefence ? Sorrow j a d
hang the wing when he withdraws ? Do you love h im
for his own lovelinefs feen by faith ? Do you mo 1 irn

in bitternefs of fpirit becaufe you do not love 1 im
more ? Do you love his Law in all its parts—his g of-

pel in a41 its articles—his ordinances in all their va-

riety ? Are the faints on earth your chofen frier cs,

the objects of your high delight, on account of tfee

image of your loved Lord they bear ? Is your bei %-
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volence fincerely extended to all mankind—even to

your enemies ? Is every fin > hateful to you, and that

for the fake of its own uglinefs ? And hence is it your
conflant endeavour to live holy in fecret and fecial

fervice towards God ; juft, merciful, and kind in eve-
ry relation towards mankind : and fober— chafte

—

temperate in the due government of thoughts, words,

and actions ? Are ye watchful—prayerful—and wait-

ing for the coming of the Lord Jesus ? Is this pic-

ture of the man the king delights to honor, your own ?

Speak, confeience ! I charge thee before the Judge of

quick and dead, do the man juftice ! His foul is at

flake !

If not—O how fhrinks my foul within me at the

thought ! I am bound to proclaim you Rebels, con-

demned by all the laws of Heaven : 1 am obliged

to warn you (for I would not toll you down to ever-

lafting burnings, ciying peace, peace, when there is no

peace) the Judge is at the door ! determined to take

vengeance on all whom he fhall find in your prefent

cafe. As the Lord liveth, there is but one ftep be*

tween you and eternal flames ! this very night you

may make your bed in hell. The day is at hand

when all your wickednefs, even down to a fecret

thought, lhall be laid open: and then his own al-

m ighty arm will draw the arrow to the very head, and

ie;; you as the mark of his moft righteous fury. Your
c/t s lhall teach you more, before many days. Is there

a [inner here lb hardy as to refolve to run the venture

af:er all I Will you be defperate ? Will you rulh on

th t fcrong bofTes of his buckler ? Jehovah makes the

fp ear over you ; and dare you fold your arms, and

laugh in your fleeves at all his coming wrath ? Awake
then, awake ! the Heavens will ere long be in a flame ;

the fpheres a falling upon your heads ! O my Dear

Sijrs ! permit one who is lefs than the lead of all faints,

1 i - \ -
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